March 1, 2016

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
Office of the Speaker

H-232, U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives
Office of the Democratic Leader

H-204, U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate

317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Harry Reid
Democratic Leader, U.S. Senate
522 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support smart ocean planning for our coastal communities, economies, and ecosystems.

Dear Speaker Ryan, Minority Leader Pelosi, Majority Leader McConnell, and Democratic Leader Reid,

We are writing to express our strong support for ocean planning efforts that are underway in regions
around the country. This year, the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions will finalize regional ocean plans,
and the West Coast, Caribbean and Pacific Islands regions have planning processes well underway. In
addition to these regional efforts, multiple individual states are also developing ocean plans for their
state waters, including Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, Washington, Connecticut and Oregon.

Regional ocean planning efforts have emerged from the ground up, with their roots in state sponsored
partnerships. This science-based and data-driven process provides a tool for stakeholders and
government to cooperatively solve problems. Ocean planning provides improved information and cross-
sector engagement that can help identify and resolve potential conflicts early, helping decision makers
in the private and public sectors to do their jobs better. This improves outcomes for everyone,
supporting a healthy ocean and vibrant economy.

In recent years, however, legislative provisions attempting to undermine regional ocean planning have
been repeatedly inserted in a variety of legislation, particularly appropriation bills. These provisions
attack both ocean planning itself and the National Ocean Policy, Executive Order 13547, that ensures
federal agencies come to the table as partners with the states and regions that elect to voluntarily



create ocean plans. These legislative provisions are misguided and would only undermine our ability to
bring the best information and the right people together to make smarter decisions for the economy,
our communities, and the environment. We strongly object to these provisions and urge you to oppose
inclusion of any anti-ocean planning or anti-National Ocean Policy provision or rider in legislation
moving through the United States Congress.

In order for ocean planning efforts to succeed, federal agencies have to do their part. Legislative attacks
on ocean planning most commonly come in the form of riders that would arbitrarily restrict a federal
agency’s participation in regional ocean planning activities. These attacks threaten to weaken efforts to
connect multiple federal agencies with each other and with state, tribal, local, and business stakeholders
to share information on current and planned ocean uses, collect better ocean data, and efficiently
coordinate decision-making. Without this kind of coordination we see duplicative and conflicting
processes among agencies and states and uncertainty among ocean-based industries that can increase
the time and money required for project development. The bottom line is that these legislative attacks
interfere with federal agency participation in voluntary, coordinated, regional efforts that are enhancing
ocean and coastal communities, economies, and ecosystems. Accordingly, we urge you to reject any
legislative provision or rider that would obstruct federal agency participation in regional ocean
planning or the National Ocean Policy.
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