November 27, 2013

The Honorable Barbara Boxer The Honorable Bill Shuster

112 Hart Senate Office Building 2209 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable David Vitter The Honorable Nick Rahall

516 Hart Senate Office Building 2307 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Boxer and Shuster, Ranking Members Vitter and Rahall and Conferees:

The dive community is a diverse one, but we all have one thing in common: we all benefit from healthy,
productive oceans. If the health of the oceans worsens so do our experiences underwater. As divers, we
see firsthand the incredible beauty and, too often, the increasing burden our oceans face. That is why
we are asking for your leadership to protect our oceans and coasts by supporting the National
Endowment for the Oceans (NEO) and opposing any effort to undermine the National Ocean Policy in
the final Water Resources Development Act (WRDA).

Recently, during the Dive Equipment & Marketing Association (DEMA) 2013 show, a cross-section of our
community, including businesses, scientists, environmental non-profits, and government employees
attended a session called “Bluing the Dive Industry,” which identified the need for the dive community
to ensure ocean health is recognized and supported. We fully support this belief and are members of
the diving community committed to ensuring our industry, sport and the nation have an ocean ethic.
We write today to ensure you know that many in our industry prioritize healthy oceans and support our
National Ocean Policy and a National Endowment for the Oceans.

The WRDA conference will consider two provisions that significantly impact our nation’s oceans and
coasts and the economies that rely on them. We support the Senate-passed National Endowment for
the Oceans, which would help improve ocean health and maximize the economic benefits these
resources provide our nation. We oppose the House-passed Flores rider, which would place damaging
restrictions on the use of common-sense ocean management tools like ocean planning and ecosystem-
based management found in our National Ocean Policy. To maximize the benefits of a healthy ocean
and its vibrant economy, we urge you to include the NEO provision and strike the Flores rider from
WRDA.

The National Ocean Policy improves our planning so that we protect important habitat and ocean
wildlife, plan to address changing ocean ecosystems, build climate resilience and encourage sustainable
use, and provide greater certainty for businesses and other ocean users, including divers. The Flores
rider (Section 146 to H.R. 3080) seeks to undermine and impede its implementation by prohibiting the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), a key coastal and ocean management agency, from coordinating
with coastal states, other federal agencies, and the public as they engage in ocean planning and
ecosystem-based management. Banning coordination between the Corps and these entities is
misguided. This rider infringes on the rights of states to continue using ocean planning as a tool to better
protect and manage ocean and coastal resources. Imposing such an arbitrary restriction harms states,
the Corps, and the ocean and coastal economy. Please oppose the Flores rider and strike this harmful
rider from the final bill.



The National Endowment for the Oceans (NEO, Title Xll to S. 601) is a bi-partisan effort to ensure that
present and future generations benefit from the ecological, economic, cultural and recreational
resources of our ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes. It would authorize grants to state, regional, and tribal
entities, as well as nonprofit organizations and academic institutions. NEO would support efforts to
conserve and restore ocean resources and help develop the baseline science, monitoring, and
observation data to facilitate sustainable uses that will create jobs and support coastal economies. To
enable this critical work, we urge you to include the NEO provision in a final WRDA bill.

The entire diving industry and community — divers as well as dive business owners — have a vested
interest in ocean health. We benefit from the beauty of healthy ocean ecosystems and we have a
responsibility to ensure those places continue to be healthy, productive places divers can continue to
enjoy into the future. We urge you to oppose the Flores rider and support the National Endowment for

the Oceans in conference.
Sincerely,

Philippe Cousteau, Jr.
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DeeperBlue.com

Laurie J. Wilson
Dive Travel Business News
Chicago, IL

Nicole Ordway
Force-E Scuba Centers
Pompano Beach, FL

Greg Barron

Director West Coast Shark Operations
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Louie Psihoyos
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Jon Paual Brooker
Diver
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Corey Ridings
Diver
Santa Cruz, CA
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