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This year I had the opportunity to join cleanups 
in Alaska, the Dominican Republic and California. 
These locations could not have been more different. 
Yet at every cleanup, the joy and determination 
of the volunteers was clear. The incredible 
conservation impact of cleanups was starkly visible. 
And the desire to sea a change in our ocean was 
shared by every single one of us on the beach.

This is the power of the International Coastal 
Cleanup®, now 37 years strong. It is our shared, 
global understanding that no matter where you are 
in the world, no matter the location, you are making 
a meaningful difference to the ocean and your 
community when you participate in the Cleanup.

Over the past year, nearly 470,000 volunteers across 
97 countries picked up over 4,000 tons of trash and 
plastics. These cleanups took place everywhere 
from remote coastlines to crowded beaches, and 
every single item collected is one fewer item that 
ended up in the ocean. Over half of you tracked your 
collection amounts using Clean Swell®, contributing 
to a vast database that informs policy solutions to 
the ocean plastics crisis.

This year, Ocean Conservancy is using that 
treasure-trove of data to shine a spotlight on 
plastic foam, one of the most pervasive and 
insidious forms of marine debris. In the Dominican 
Republic, I was struck by the fact that no matter 
how much we picked up, foam was still present—

and that sometimes when we did pick it up, many 
big pieces broke into much smaller pieces. It’s 
because of this that many countries and states 
are enacting laws to ban or phase out the use of 
foam, and I’m proud to say that the data we collect 
through the International Coastal Cleanup has 
helped to inform many of these laws. Let’s keep 
that momentum going.

We are also celebrating being halfway to the 
#TeamSeas campaign goal, thanks to so many of 
you. Mark Rober and MrBeast’s viral campaign to 
raise 30 million dollars to collect 30 million pounds 
of trash is now in its second year, and over the past 
year, more than 130,000 of you participated in more 
than 1,200 cleanups across 65 countries. In the 
coming year, we’ll work with partners to organize 
cleanups in high conservation-impact locations and 
continue to remove discarded, lost or abandoned 
fishing gear, often called ghost gear.

Thank you—for everything you do for the ocean 
and your community. I can’t wait to see you on a 
beach soon.

For the ocean,

Janis Searles Jones

A MESSAGE FROM 

Ocean Conservancy’s CEO

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
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2022 INTERNATIONAL 
COASTAL CLEANUP
LOCATIONS
WITH WEIRD & 
INTERESTING FINDS!
Participating countries  
shaded in dark blue.

W
EIRD FIND • 410 golf balls • around th

e 
w

or
ld

 • 

W
EI

R
D

 F
IN

D • trampoline
 N

orth America • 

WEIRD FIND 
 go-pro camera • Sout

h 
A

m
er

ic
a • 

W
E I

RD  F I N D  •  dent u
re

s • the Caribbean 
 

W
E

I R

D  F I N D   p l a y
i n

g
 cards • Afric

a •
 

GLOBAL Highlights
Volunteers 469,482

Pounds 8,158,402

Kilograms 3,700,589

Miles 15,508

Kilometers 24,958

Total Items Collected

15,519,392
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Fed Up with Foam Dock Pieces
If you have participated in the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) recently or use the 
Clean Swell® app to log your own cleanups, you may have noticed an addition to the 
cleanup item list: foam dock pieces. As cleanups and research on plastic pollution 
continue, newly identified types of marine debris shift into our collective view and 
deserve tracking too. The recent prevalence of personal protective equipment (PPE) is 
a good example.

Volunteers and scientists alike have identified foam pieces of varying sizes that 
they can trace back to broken-up floating docks. Globally, docks and other floating 
structures are often made from this type of “foamed plastic” or polystyrene, which 
is buoyant and light weight. It can be a different color or texture compared to other 
foamed products such as foodware items like cups and plates or fishing-related items 
like foamed buoys. The problem, as with all plastics, is that when foam is released 
into the marine environment, it readily breaks into thousands of smaller pieces that 
contribute to the ever-growing challenge of microplastics. Volunteer cleanups can 
help in a major way by collecting larger foam pieces before they break up in the 
marine environment. Some ICC leaders even ask volunteers to focus on the tiny trash 
or microplastics—small bits of hard and foamed plastic roughly the size of a fingernail 
or smaller. Some go a step further and analyze these tiny trash pieces to investigate 
the original source.

In 2022, an International Coastal Cleanup partner in North Carolina, the North Carolina 
Coastal Federation (NCCF), did just that, coordinating a report on microplastic 
identification throughout the southeastern portion of the state. Results showed that 
polystyrene collected by volunteer scientists primarily traced back to foam used in 
pier and dock construction. The region has been experiencing stronger and more 
frequent storms, which NCCF believes is contributing to this particular type of debris 
becoming more prevalent.

What We Sea:
Updates from the 
Global ICC Network
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Now, NCCF is part of a robust stakeholder working group that aims to reduce 
foamed dock pieces and other types of marine construction debris in their 
communities. A process known as encapsulation can help secure floating foam 
materials and reduce the chance of further breakdown. It is the unencapsulated 
foam that tends to break off in storms and through normal wear and tear. 
Understanding the breadth of the issue, thanks to volunteer-collected foam data, 
four coastal towns in North Carolina have passed ordinances prohibiting the use of 
unencapsulated polystyrene as material for new floating docks.

“Our local beach towns have been a tremendous partner throughout our marine 
debris removal projects and such a strong voice on how important it is to keep these 
harmful materials out of our environment. With their ordinances, they are leading the 
way for other communities in North Carolina to take action to prevent polystyrene 
from polluting our precious coast,” says Coastal Advocate and Coastal Management 
Program Director, Kerri Allen. “By encapsulating foam in floating docks, it not only 
helps keep these dangerous materials out of our waterways but also saves the 
property owner money, lasting far longer than traditional methods,” Allen adds.

Cleanups will continue to track foam dock pieces when 
and where they can be identified. With new knowledge 
from cleanups, we’re making smarter changes for our 
coastal communities and ocean.

NORTH CAROLINA, USA
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The Hellenic Marine Environment 
Protection Association (HELMEPA) is a 
unique nonprofit organization that was 
jointly founded by Greek seafarers and 
shipowners in 1982 with the mission to 
eliminate ship-generated pollution by 
enhancing environmental awareness 
“from shipowner to seafarer.”

With a coastline of 16,000+ km and 
3,000 islands, marine debris is of great 
concern in Greece. In 1983, HELMEPA 
initiated its public awareness campaigns 
for “Clean Seas and Beaches” starring 
its famous seagull mascot which has 
acquired legendary status among the 
environmentally minded in Greece. Over 
the years, volunteer beach cleanups 
ramped up throughout Greece, especially 

among scouts and other youth 
communities, as a key awareness-raising 
tool to highlight the increasing problem 
of marine debris. In 1991, HELMEPA 
became the national coordinator of the 
International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) which 
helped organize its beach cleaning efforts 
under a globally accepted protocol.

Fast forward to 2023, and the 
organization’s ICC activities in Greece 
have resulted in over 90,000 volunteers 
removing 260 tons of debris from 
2,850 beach and underwater cleanup 
sites. Data collected by HELMEPA’s ICC 
have contributed towards improving 
knowledge on the amounts, types and 
sources of marine debris in Greece 
as well as the wider Mediterranean, 

which is a particularly sensitive sea 
due to its enclosed nature and high 
concentrations of coastal populations 
and tourism destinations.

Greece’s data now mirror what is being 
found globally. For instance, in 2008, 
only half of the “Top Ten” marine debris 
items found on Greek beaches were 
plastics, with the list also containing 
items such as glass bottles, beverage 
cans and construction materials. Now, 
every item that makes the Top Ten list in 
Greece is made of plastic, mainly single-
use items such as bottles, caps, food 
wrappers and cigarette butts.

ICC campaigns throughout Greece have 
been particularly popular among the 

educational community with thousands 
of schoolchildren and teachers of the 
“ΗΕLMEPA Junior” program participating 
every year throughout the country. 
There have been many success stories 
where HELMEPA Junior members 
have combined their cleanup with an 
environmental protest in their local 
community, or they’ve reported illegal 
landfill activities, leading to municipalities 
cleaning up their acts or placing litter 
bins along the coastline, for example.

Beyond the local scope, being part of the 
ICC has served to enhance ties between 
marine communities at both the national 
and regional levels as well. In October 
2004, in cooperation with their sister 
association TURMEPA in Turkey, Greek 
schoolchildren from the island of Chios 
and Turkish students from Cesme, on the 

GREECE

Coordinator Spotlight: 40 Years of Impact in Greece
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Halfway To Goal: #TeamSeas Spans 
60 Countries and Counting
In October 2021, YouTubers MrBeast, Mark Rober and thousands of other 
creators joined together to launch #TeamSeas, a crowd-funded campaign that 
raised $30M to remove 30M pounds of trash from rivers, beaches and our ocean. 
In short, #TeamSeas was the biggest thing to put ocean conservation into the 
public conversation ever! Now, the campaign is more than halfway to the goal 
of collecting 30M pounds of trash. Ocean Conservancy and our International 
Coastal Cleanup partners have orchestrated more than 1,200 cleanups with over 
130,000 volunteers across 65 countries. There have been #TeamSeas cleanups 
from Bermuda to Bangladesh, Germany to Guyana, Peru to the Philippines. 

The volume and scale of the cleanups are impressive, no doubt! But what 
is more impressive and exciting is that a whole new generation of ocean 
advocates has been inspired to act. We are hopeful that the excitement and 
passion that #TeamSeas has created is the start, not the end, of the journey, 
for millions of people who want to do something positive for the ocean and 
their communities. #TeamSeas has shown us what’s truly possible.

opposite coastline, exchanged visits and 
jointly cleaned beaches in both countries, 
demonstrating that marine debris does 
not recognize national borders.

Still, we all know that cleanups alone 
will not cure our plastic pollution crisis. 
Like many others involved in the ICC, 
HELMEPA wholeheartedly agrees that 
legislation, including the forthcoming 
international legally binding instrument 
on plastic pollution, must exist for us 
to curb plastic production and use. 
HELMEPA notes, “For more than three 
decades, thousands of volunteers in 
Greece have been at the forefront of 
efforts to keep our seas and coasts 
clean from marine debris. Voluntary 
action alone, however, is not sufficient 
to curb the growing marine plastic 
pollution. Stricter legislation to reduce 

the production of single-use plastics 
continuing to scourge our beaches as 
well as the introduction of circularity in 
the design of plastics are the only way 
to address this global problem.”

The International Coastal Cleanup 
simply doesn’t happen without 
collaboration and partnership. Ocean 
Conservancy is grateful for the positive 
mark the team at HELMEPA has made 
on the story of the ICC, especially 
as leaders in the Mediterranean. We 
applaud this 40-year milestone, which 
has seen the organization transform 
into a multistakeholder platform that 
engages thousands of seafarers and 
hundreds of shipping companies, all 
the while committed to sustainable 
development that will help save our 
seas.

HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP 7



Talk to any cleanup connoisseur and 
they will tell you, no two cleanups are 
alike. The marine ecosystems that 
hundreds of thousands of volunteers 
clean during the International Coastal 
Cleanup are as varied as we are. 
Geographically the ICC represents 
nearly one hundred nations each year, 
but even on a local scale, shorelines 
and waterways that are only a few 
kilometers apart can be quite different. 
Our climates are different, and our 
coasts are impacted by different 
currents. Some of us clean urban shores 
and others clean remote beaches, 
disconnected from easy transport and 
difficult to access.

Cleanup in Haines, Alaska

The ICC has always faced the challenge 
of tracking a common list of marine 
debris items, despite the different 
nature of our shores. It’s what makes 
the Cleanup special and the data so 
impactful. We can compare about 
45 different debris items across all 
geographies. Locally though, some 
cleanup events track additional trash 
items that are important to their 
community or region. One such project 
has taken shape that bridges Ocean 
Conservancy’s Arctic conservation work 
with our plastic pollution program.

In collaboration with Keep Norway 
Beautiful, the ICC leader in Norway, the 
Arctic Cleanup was established in 2021 

with pilot cleanups in Iceland, Greenland, 
Norway and Alaska, USA. While cleanups 
for the ICC have taken place in these 
locations before, the Arctic Cleanup 
engages with Arctic and near-Arctic 
countries more closely, shedding a light 
on the unique types of debris found 
in this region of the world. The project 
works with community cleanup leaders 
to fashion an approach to volunteer 
cleanups that works for them—including a 
new data card that tracks additional trash 
categories, primarily expanding on fishing, 
aquaculture and shipping-related debris. 
Further, these cleanups occur when the 
community can safely reach targeted 
shorelines, avoiding the colder and darker 
months. Have you ever shifted a cleanup 

event to accommodate northern fur seals’ 
mating season? Some cleanups have!

The goal with more specific trash data is 
to better understand the story on a local 
scale and delve deeper into the sources 
of the trash. And like the cleanups 
themselves, the set of solutions needed 
to tackle this type of pollution differs 
from community to community. For 
the Arctic and the myriad communities 
that call this region home, the Arctic 
Cleanup is one way to better understand 
prevention needs, while still contributing 
to the global movement of the ICC. We 
eagerly anticipate the growth of this new 
side to the ICC and the future stories we 
will be able to share.

Bringing the ICC to the Arctic
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When it comes to lost and 
abandoned fishing gear, Ocean 
Conservancy’s Global Ghost Gear 
Initiative® is an alliance focused 
on reducing the amount of gear 
lost in the ocean, removing the 
gear that is already there, much of 
which is plastic, and recycling the 
gear that is recovered or at the 
end of its useful life.

In Alaska, cleaning debris from beaches 
takes unique partnerships among 
communities, Tribes, nongovernmental 
organizations, industry and local 
governments. The state is famous for 
its seafood, but with fishing operations 
comes the risk of losing fishing gear, 
which can travel in currents and wash up 
on distant shores. Alaskan volunteers 
find this lost gear—called ghost gear—
washing up on shorelines from all 
corners of the globe. Ocean Conservancy 
is working with partners across the state 
to support efforts to remove marine 
debris and raise awareness of the issue. 
We are also engaged in collecting data, 
supporting science and working toward 
policy solutions. 

Left: Removing debris off a beach in Haines, Alaska / Right: Fishing gear debris collected in Yakutat, Alaska

Ocean Conservancy’s Alaska Marine Debris Work
With over 44,000 miles of shoreline, 
much of which is remote and only 
accessible by boat or plane, cleanups 
can be logistically and physically 
challenging in Alaska. Getting 
volunteers to these shorelines often 
requires significant coordination, 
sometimes utilizing multiple modes 
of transportation, a substantial 
amount of gear and supplies, and 
miles of walking through sandy 
dunes and piles of driftwood logs. 
The same challenges that are faced 
when getting volunteers to a cleanup 
location are amplified on their return 
trip with thousands of pounds of 
debris back to the nearest town for 
recycling and disposal. 

Despite all the challenges, the 
removal work on these types of 
cleanups is incredibly rewarding, 
memorable and fun. Volunteers 
often see an array of wildlife from 
humpback whales and Steller sea 
lions to tufted puffins and bald 
eagles. And they get to work with 
people who rely on the beaches 
and the ocean everyday. Ocean 
Conservancy is excited to continue 
to expand our collaborations 
and cleanup impact in Alaska by 
supporting local organizations, 
Tribes and communities that 
spearhead this meaningful work 
throughout the state. 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP 9



ICC Data Help Chart Path to Plastic-Free Beaches
The International Coastal Cleanup 
data are meant to be put to work. 
For over three decades, volunteers have 
done the incredible and often tedious 
work of collecting data because it can 
drive change: Scientists, policymakers, 
journalists and countless others 
have used the ICC dataset to better 
understand and help tackle the global 
plastic pollution problem.

Now, Ocean Conservancy is taking 
ICC data to a new level of impact. This 
year, Ocean Conservancy is releasing 
a report entitled “Charting a Course 
to Plastic Free Beaches” which uses 

nearly 40 years of global ICC data to 
target 10 single-use plastic items most 
commonly found polluting shorelines 
around the world. The three-part report 
outlines policy solutions ranging from 
improvements to recycling to refillable 
programs to product bans. Part one, 
released July 2023, calls for source 
reduction policies like bans for cigarette-
butt filters, plastic bags, plastic straws 
and stirrers, plastic foam foodware and 
plastic cutlery.

“To solve the ocean plastic crisis, we 
know we have to do it all—cleanups, 
improving reuse systems, and yes, 

recycling, are all critical pieces of the 
puzzle,” said Dr. Anja Brandon, associate 
director of U.S. plastics policy at Ocean 
Conservancy. “But we must start with 
reducing plastic at the source. Using 
nearly 40 years of ICC data, this report 
lays out the path to do just that.”

The report estimates that banning 
just these five items would eliminate 
roughly 1.4 million tons of plastics 
in the United States alone. That’s the 
weight of 6,600 Statues of Liberty or 
four Empire State Buildings!

OCEAN CONSERVANCY10



Status Check: Update on the Global Plastics Treaty
In 2022, we reported that the United 
Nations Environmental Assembly 
(UNEA) agreed on a resolution that 
addresses the plastic-pollution 
emergency. Through this resolution, 
an Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) was established and 
tasked with developing an international 
legally binding instrument on plastic 
pollution that addresses the full lifecycle 
of plastic, including in the marine 
environment, with the ambition of 
completing the draft of this agreement 
by the end of 2024.

During the first convening, the INC 
requested the Secretariat prepare a 
document which would outline options 
for elements of this instrument, 
including its objective, core obligations, 
control measures, voluntary approaches, 
implementation measures and means of 
implementation—essentially, laying the 
groundwork for an impactful treaty.

Since then, expectations have been 
building for INC-2, which took place in 
Paris in June 2023. In the days prior to 
the negotiations, Ocean Conservancy 
policy experts participated in a wide 

array of events and discussions—
including a new forum launched by 
The World Bank—to provide science-
based input, ideas and perspectives on 
how this international agreement could 
be designed in the most ambitious 
manner possible.

Once the negotiations started, Ocean 
Conservancy took the floor from the 
plenary to express our vision and 
priorities. First, Dr. Anja Brandon spoke 
in the session on general statements 
urging negotiators to include a 
minimum 50% target for source 
reduction of single-use plastics by 2050 
and to keep chemical recycling out of 
the agreement outlining these priorities. 
Then, Ocean Conservancy colleagues 
representing the Global Ghost Gear 
Initiative proposed that abandoned, 
lost and discarded fishing gear (ghost 
gear) should be considered a separate 
and independent core obligation in the 
future agreement.

So, what’s next? Coming out of Paris, 
a few key decisions were made that 
will guide this work in the next several 
months. Most importantly, negotiators 

agreed to a mandate for a “zero-draft 
text,” the starting point for the content 
of the agreement that will be prepared 
for consideration at INC-3 (set to take 
place in Nairobi, Kenya, in November of 
this year). At this next round of in-person 
negotiations, Ocean Conservancy 
will continue advocating for a strong 
treaty that 1) results in meaningful 
source reduction of plastics, including 
eliminating those single-use plastics 
that are most commonly polluting our 
ocean; 2) addresses lost or abandoned 
fishing gear, also known as ghost gear—
which is the deadliest form of plastic 
pollution in our ocean; 3) addresses 
microplastics, both those that are 
intentionally created small like cosmetic 
beads as well as those that break down 
from larger plastics; 4) recognizes the 
need to design plastics for circularity—
in other words, to be reused or easily 
recycled again and again, without the 
need for false solutions like chemical 
recycling; and 5) Includes the voices of 
informal waste sector workers, who are 
responsible for nearly 60% of all plastics 
recycled globally and often work in 
unsafe conditions.

CAMEROON
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Every year, data that volunteers collect 
during the International Coastal 
Cleanup (ICC) are cited and used within 
scientific research to both develop our 
understanding of the plastic problem and 
inform solutions. In 2022 alone, ICC data 
were included in over 50 peer-reviewed 
scientific papers and books published 
across the globe. These publications 
spanned topics ranging from pinpointing 
litter sources, quantifying the prevalence 
and distribution of plastic pollution—
including ghost gear and even pandemic 
litter—on beaches and in trash traps, 
to measuring the impacts of plastics 
on marine life and economies, policy 
development, rationalizing specific 
policy decisions and evaluating policy 
effectiveness. Recently we even saw ICC 
data help inform researchers working to 
understand human behavior related to 
plastic use and shoppers’ willingness to 
pay for plastic alternatives.

FLORIDA, USA

Science for our Sea:  
Cleanup Data Drive  
Plastic-Pollution Research

OCEAN CONSERVANCY12



Supporting Smoking-Free Beaches
Improperly discarded cigarette butts 
are considered plastic pollution due 
to the synthetic cellulose acetate 
(plastic) filters they contain. Each 
individual cigarette butt can degrade 
into thousands of microplastic fibers 
in the environment. They represent a 
common but preventable form of plastic 
pollution worldwide and have frequently 
been identified as the top item collected 
annually during the ICC. As such, 
scientific papers regularly use ICC data 
to inform research on cigarette butts. 
For example, a 2022 study estimated 
that the economic costs of preventing, 
reducing and managing tobacco product 
waste for a single country may have 
been as high as $2B USD in 2021. 
Individual behaviors (e.g., smoking 
prevalence, attitudes and perceptions of 
the issue) have been shown to impact 
the amount of cigarette butt waste in 
specific locations. One study of college 
student behavior in the U.S. noted 
some students believe cigarette butts 
are biodegradable, not harmful to the 
environment and not litter. In turn, those 

students were most likely to litter their 
cigarette butts. Laboratory studies have 
previously demonstrated the toxicity 
of littered cigarette butts, and another 
study quantified the amount of harmful 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(chemical compounds dangerous to 
human health) they release. Because 
cigarette butts are a known hazard 
to environments, wildlife and people, 
another of this year’s papers cited the 
need for strict regulation of cigarette 
butt waste.

Recently, Ocean Conservancy has cited 
ICC data to advocate for smoking-free 
beaches in Florida, U.S.A. Last year, 
the Florida Legislature passed a law 
allowing municipalities to pass smoking 
bans on local beaches, and this year, 
more than two dozen cities across the 
state are taking action to ban smoking 
on beaches—a testament to the power 
of the ICC dataset.

Focusing on other types of smoking 
waste, another interesting paper 

published this year focused on 
disposable cigarette lighters counted 
in ICC data to learn how far this form of 
ocean plastic pollution can travel once 
in the environment. This research was 
possible because disposable lighters 
tend to have information on the country 
or city of sale printed directly on the 
product. The study found that the 
movement of this form of pollution is 
dependent on regional ocean currents 
and seasonal winds, with some lighters 
remaining on the coastlines where they 
originated and others travelling long 
distances to other countries via rivers 
and oceans.

Seeing how ICC data are used to inform 
many different areas of science and 
research demonstrates that this extra 
element of effort during our cleanups 
continues to prove its worth. This vital 
source of information furthers our 
understanding of plastic pollution and 
informs important pollution-prevention 
measure for the future.

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP 13



#SeatheChange
2022 ICC Data at a Glance

Tiny Trash 
< 2.5 cm in size =

1,982,302
Plastic/Foam pieces

15,508
Miles

24,958
Kilometers

GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS

469,482
Volunteers

8,158,402
Pounds

3,700,589
Kilograms

15,519,392
Total Items 
Collected

GLOBAL TOP 10 
ITEMS COLLECTED

1 Cigarette butts

1,860,651

2 Beverage bottles (plastic)

1,175,045

3 Food wrappers (candy, chips, etc.)

998,661

4 Bottle caps (plastic)

844,375

5 Grocery bags (plastic)

622,780

6 Other bags (plastic)

567,763

7 Food containers (foam)

463,269

8 Food containers (plastic)

425,637

9 Cups, plates (paper)

423,551

10 Straws/stirrers (plastic)

406,557
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PLASTIC BOTTLE CAPS = 844,375
Enough caps that placed side by side 
would stretch the length of

781 blue whales

PLASTIC BEVERAGE BOTTLES 
COLLECTED = 1,175,045

When stacked end-to-end, they would 
reach the deepest part of the ocean—

the Mariana Trench—
21 times

FOAM FOOD CONTAINERS = 463,269
Enough foam food containers to give about

23 to every hawksbill 
sea turtle on Earth

TOTAL WEIGHT OF 
DEBRIS COLLECTED = 

8.16 MILLION POUNDS
Weight of debris removed is equal to that of

2,040 great 
white sharks
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Caribbean
1  Beverage bottles (plastic) 435,033

2  Food containers (foam) 330,972

3  Food containers (plastic) 291,611

4  Cups, plates (paper) 254,398

5  Bottle caps (plastic) 248,346

Regional Cleanup Trends
2022 ICC Top 5 Items per Region

Oceania
1   Fishing related debris 27,141 

(lines, nets, traps, rope, etc.)

2  Other plastic waste 19,479

3  Beverage cans 10,818

4  Cigarette butts 10,396

5   Food wrappers 8,260 
(candy, chips, etc.)

North America
1   Cigarette butts 

788,485

2   Bottle caps (plastic) 
266,856

3   Food wrappers 
(candy, chips, etc.) 
218,181

4   Beverage bottles 
(plastic) 
128,870

5   Straws/stirrers 
109,183

Latin America
1    Cigarette butts 

350,909

2   Beverage bottles (plastic) 
120,441

3   Bottle caps (plastic) 
86,008

4   Grocery bags (plastic) 
81,475

5   Food wrappers  
(candy, chips, etc.) 
74,767

International Coastal Cleanup data allow us 
to compare global trends over time and also 
across different regions. Here we present 
a glimpse at the Top 5 recorded items by 
count, across regions from the 2022 ICC.

OCEAN CONSERVANCY16



Africa
1  Cigarette butts 193,364

2  Beverage bottles (plastic) 121,176

3  Food wrappers (candy, chips, etc.) 99,907

4  Gloves & Masks (PPE) 57,971

5  Footwear (shoes/slippers) 50,781

Central & South Asia
1  Cigarette butts 46,081

2  Beverage bottles (plastic) 22,656

3  Grocery bags (plastic) 11,431

4  Food wrappers (candy, chips, etc.) 8,687

5  Bottle caps (plastic) 8,332

East & 
Southeast Asia
1   Food wrappers 

(candy, chips, etc.) 
477,894

2   Grocery bags (plastic) 
402,202

3   Beverage bottles (plastic) 
323,503

4   Other bags (plastic) 
292,837

5   Cigarette butts 
175,002

Europe
1   Cigarette butts 

226,485

2   Other plastic waste 
32,739

3   Bottle caps (plastic) 
29,906

4   Food wrappers 
(candy, chips, etc.) 
28,939

5   Fishing related debris 
(lines, nets, traps, rope, 
etc.) 
25,472
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GLOBAL OCEAN TRASH INDEX TOP 10 ITEMS COLLECTED GLOBALLY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Location
Total 
Volunteers

Total 
Kilograms Total Pounds

Total 
Kilometers

Total 
Miles

Total Items 
Collected

Cigarette 
butts

Beverage 
bottles 
(plastic)

Food 
wrappers 
(candy, 
chips, 
etc.)

Bottle 
caps 
(plastic)

Grocery 
bags 
(plastic)

Other 
bags 
(plastic)

Food 
containers 
(foam)

Food 
containers 
(plastic)

Cups, 
Plates 
(paper)

Straws/
stirrers 
(plastic)

Åland Islands 21 13 29 0.6 0.4 — — — — — — — — — — —

Angola 52 2 5 0.2 0.1 37 1 3 2 4 1 1

Antigua and 
Barbuda 26 657 1,448 1.1 0.7 2,506 15 341 44 33 16 18 19 16 36 18

Australia 1,716 4,907 10,818 200.3 124.5 103,621 4,833 1,134 4,841 1,462 408 416 9 12 12 866

Bahamas 669 4,284 9,444 24.8 15.4 27,296 406 2,399 657 1,410 335 736 190 238 541 485

Bangladesh 605 1,956 4,312 5.3 3.3 220,879 17,147 7,221 23,815 6,292 1,991 2,254 4,536 5,894 171 3,061

Barbados 421 9,830 21,671 7.7 4.8 45,929 433 3,173 1,573 5,001 421 1,028 114 213 311 434

Belize 879 5,083 11,206 70.3 43.7 77,142 931 5,860 4,790 5,176 3,078 2,937 1,635 271 1,240 1,518

Bermuda 856 8,165 18,001 37.0 23.0 36,146 2,798 1,456 923 2,012 297 412 110 304 186 169

Bonaire 18 5 11 0.2 0.1 3,320 1,230 2 7 129 7 1 44

Brazil 996 4,252 9,373 29.6 18.4 9,288 702 1,931 908 512 384 718 362 309 93 582

British Virgin 
Islands 340 930 2,050 31.7 19.7 7,780 10 1,615 108 596 85 181 68 52 90 1,107

Brunei 91 229 505 5.0 3.1 4,226 136 1,581 161 187 172 79 175 184 43 59

Cameroon 538 229,725 506,456 14.2 8.8 141,010 3,407 21,409 2,778 2,653 1,349 498 11,913 5,829 711 1,465

Canada 13,308 9,217 20,321 1,257.8 781.6 471,113 280,873 8,176 18,287 13,159 360 5,910 128 2,201 169 4,637

Cayman 
Islands 9 7 16 0.5 0.3 54 3 10 1 2 1 1

Chile 9,727 88,876 195,937 135.8 84.4 186,044 40,825 7,693 8,062 6,874 5,114 3,894 1,885 2,769 1,023 2,176

China 5,005 8,860 19,534 81.2 50.5 9,205 4,353 441 301 198 399 102 89 54 69 92

Colombia 168 1,179 2,600 5.6 3.5 14,203 518 5,923 272 359 409 595 256 123 1 46

Costa Rica 54 441 973 2.5 1.6 1,452 41 64 361 101 27 33 12 7 2 77

Croatia 52 1,667 3,674 0.6 0.4 1,187 1,059 3

Curaçao 41 74 163 11.5 7.1 1,601 672 1 533 2 2 3

Cyprus 147 8,206 18,091 2.9 1.8 321 239 4 9 1 2 1 6

Dominican 
Republic 22,127 171,897 378,968 51.5 32.0 2,601,265 80,193 240,577 42,099 160,384 40,097 80,193 320,769 280,672 240,576 126,318
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GLOBAL OCEAN TRASH INDEX TOP 10 ITEMS COLLECTED GLOBALLY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Location
Total 
Volunteers

Total 
Kilograms Total Pounds

Total 
Kilometers

Total 
Miles

Total Items 
Collected

Cigarette 
butts

Beverage 
bottles 
(plastic)

Food 
wrappers 
(candy, 
chips, 
etc.)

Bottle 
caps 
(plastic)

Grocery 
bags 
(plastic)

Other 
bags 
(plastic)

Food 
containers 
(foam)

Food 
containers 
(plastic)

Cups, 
Plates 
(paper)

Straws/
stirrers 
(plastic)

Ecuador 9,126 54,932 121,105 366.1 227.5 324,211 11,535 23,730 16,708 11,044 12,456 9,959 6,525 9,232 6,453 5,173

Egypt 25 325 717 0.2 0.1 271 15 14 6 5 4 12 4 44 5

Finland 330 299 660 5.3 3.3 47,354 27,353

France 148 927 2,044 3.7 2.3 13,540 7,734 366 359 209 201 841 206 198 129 74

Gambia 361 36,967 81,499 8.5 5.3 20,029 4 3,991 19 1,584 22 1,254

Germany 540 173 382 6.3 3.9 4,545 917 12 610 46 15 72 17 22 21 35

Ghana 39 26,895 59,294 2.4 1.5 316,502 56,446 34,965 999 2,997 7,962 11,456 999 999 999 999

Greece 6,128 9,423 20,775 69.0 42.9 185,572 50,195 8,869 3,024 12,797 5,089 2,101 808 790 2,499 9,674

Guam 2,442 5,382 11,865 121.2 75.3 29,350 2,788 2,649 1,419 1,353 361 629 250 172 372 247

Guernsey 57 53 116 1.1 0.7 584 24 4 19 15 1 11 3 1

Hong Kong 25,549 170,097 375,001 185.7 115.4 26,790 2,513 803 1,251 1,270 515 964 387 331 227 613

Iceland 69 15,705 34,624 76.6 47.6 19,087 33 39 70 39 54 31 30 61 14 105

India 1,556 10,001 22,049 16.4 10.2 1,067 30 76 100 73 39 27 17 22 28 62

Indonesia 687 4,001 8,821 23.0 14.3 13,327 25 395 2,025 177 937 1,583 65 182 13 318

Ireland 10,334 62,004 136,695 1,090.0 677.3 407,129 4,059 1,708 2,587 1,433 214 511 366 598 692 561

Israel 105 118 2,466 2.4 1.5 2,759 78 113 289 70 439 111 24 26 24 16

Italy 440 3,995 8,807 9.2 5.7 10,578 965 104 458 355 50 87 22 10 17 179

Jamaica 6,250 34,894 76,929 229.5 142.6 421,967 3,218 138,458 15,993 49,349 4,062 13,048 3,851 7,453 6,801 2,618

Japan 3,827 6,309 13,909 117.4 73.0 127,879 6,214 5,491 5,354 5,613 1,188 2,872 2,054 2,884 198 1,155

Kenya 4,231 23,875 52,634 123.8 76.9 382,936 58,023 50,671 73,705 26,682 2,625 10,777 2,454 6,350 864 5,531

Kuwait 40 1,500 3,307 1.0 0.6 20 — — — — — — — — — —

Malaysia 16,547 41,649 91,821 756.5 470.1 447,550 62,905 59,947 21,008 19,723 23,097 16,970 10,003 7,669 7,710 14,736

Maldives 18 1 3 0.7 0.4 12 1 1 1 1 1

Malta 25 2 5 4.6 2.8 10,034 9,773 2

Mauritania 100 141 311 0.2 0.1 — — — — — — — — — — —

Mauritius 290 350 772 2.7 1.7 5,278 361 444 247 428 182 259 48 113 264 43
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GLOBAL OCEAN TRASH INDEX TOP 10 ITEMS COLLECTED GLOBALLY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Location
Total 
Volunteers

Total 
Kilograms Total Pounds

Total 
Kilometers

Total 
Miles

Total Items 
Collected

Cigarette 
butts

Beverage 
bottles 
(plastic)

Food 
wrappers 
(candy, 
chips, 
etc.)

Bottle 
caps 
(plastic)

Grocery 
bags 
(plastic)

Other 
bags 
(plastic)

Food 
containers 
(foam)

Food 
containers 
(plastic)

Cups, 
Plates 
(paper)

Straws/
stirrers 
(plastic)

Mexico 5,367 23,280 51,323 243.8 151.5 431,540 275,078 10,679 4,711 15,837 4,015 5,484 1,018 1,278 1,438 2,425

Morocco 1,881 22,006 48,515 52.6 32.7 5 5 — — — — — — — — —

Netherlands 106 186 410 3.4 2.1 4,444 805 31 633 92 59 38 2 22 1 8

New Zealand 13 163 359 0.6 0.4 2 — — — — — — — — — —

Nicaragua 141 536 1,182 1.9 1.2 23,649 77 3,566 796 1,268 413 75 317 33 321 154

Nigeria 205 3,014 6,645 42.3 26.3 39,336 83 5,029 2,758 3,019 1,360 1,948 186 159 1,142 489

Northern 
Mariana 
Islands

1,707 2,785 6,139 63.3 39.3 20,005 2,746 933 1,072 424 460 713 132 134 210 170

Norway 18,429 251,029 553,423 1,213.7 754.1 32,138 3,246 1,438 1,535 926 533 191 352 80 231

Oman 8 266 586 0.2 0.1 1,996 9 537 3 12 274 131 6 3 3 3

Panama 1,411 3,831 8,446 58.4 36.3 31,009 147 5,264 841 2,935 716 792 623 306 340 161

Peru 2,073 33,191 73,173 223.5 138.9 269,826 4,373 11,047 12,532 14,820 39,133 21,846 2,954 6,480 3,453 9,483

Philippines 53,943 249,382 549,792 2,365.8 1,470.0 2,344,108 50,624 166,553 387,970 88,878 307,866 236,371 45,876 30,824 98,557 40,339

Poland 4 5 11 1.0 0.6 59 10 1 1 1 3

Portugal 3,408 13,878 30,595 748.0 464.8 67,975 23,175 620 1,076 1,124 391 717 106 163 185 1,048

Puerto Rico 4,036 58,187 128,281 651.1 404.6 305,527 21,787 26,099 8,058 23,484 4,488 7,345 3,736 1,879 4,662 16,137

Romania 2 12 26 0.3 0.2 — — — — — — — — — — —

Samoa 30 191 421 0.6 0.4 3,899 1,055 290 354 25 25 15 191 732

Seychelles 376 233 513 247.6 153.9 16,453 583 280 429 782 33 84 3 28 11 380

Sierra Leone 520 7,139 15,740 0.5 0.3 6,451 217 239 141 124 128 125 113 13 150 198

Singapore 1,958 2,506 5,524 144.5 89.8 31,945 2,014 2,356 3,176 1,311 1,608 2,820 1,153 679 1,116 1,407

Sint Eustatius 79 550 2,039 1.7 1.1 5 — — — — — — — — — —

Sint Maarten 469 3,491 7,697 32.5 20.2 34,779 506 4,598 899 976 922 492 852 209 388 344

Solomon 
Islands 278 691 1,524 0.3 0.2 5,875 108 2,114 68 600 405 400 360 38 8 41

South Africa 21,143 746,937 1,646,714 204.3 126.9 18,864 1,348 486 727 769 194 673 230 176 120 2,117
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GLOBAL OCEAN TRASH INDEX TOP 10 ITEMS COLLECTED GLOBALLY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Location
Total 
Volunteers

Total 
Kilograms Total Pounds

Total 
Kilometers

Total 
Miles

Total Items 
Collected

Cigarette 
butts

Beverage 
bottles 
(plastic)

Food 
wrappers 
(candy, 
chips, 
etc.)

Bottle 
caps 
(plastic)

Grocery 
bags 
(plastic)

Other 
bags 
(plastic)

Food 
containers 
(foam)

Food 
containers 
(plastic)

Cups, 
Plates 
(paper)

Straws/
stirrers 
(plastic)

South Korea 4,603 83,432 183,935 721.0 448.0 227,172 16,231 9,121 6,858 6,053 4,692 2,100 1,771 1,505 1,472 2,860

Spain 2,119 4,597 10,134 51.8 32.2 179,449 81,154 1,784 5,662 4,805 703 1,061 95 575 55 1,066

Sri Lanka 3,725 15,808 34,850 92.0 57.2 108,971 3,050 18,434 7,985 6,910 8,419 4,791 711 894 910 3,183

St Kitts & Nevis 99 393 866 8.0 5.0 4,744 19 1,749 82 126 145 62 201 23 15 18

St Lucia 156 2,151 4,741 7.0 4.4 4,614 46 865 260 304 170 119 90 101 121 109

St Vincent and 
the Grenadines 29 209 460 4.7 2.9 1,530 45 318 40 255 5 32 68 7 14

Sweden 8,549 62,242 137,220 855.3 531.5 185 114 2 16 5 2 1 1

Taiwan 7,170 14,432 31,816 32.2 20.0 117,218 6,719 35,027 1,899 23,282 4,756 2,044 9 7,430 1,042 7,556

Tanzania 3,034 15,713 34,641 13.4 8.3 29,904 936 2,602 7,855 3,195 1,325 346 139 440 614 664

Thailand 3,380 17,132 37,769 67.0 41.6 233,938 3,535 27,858 20,994 3,433 42,908 19,541 2,075 2,294 106 5,334

Trinidad and 
Tobago 649 2,353 5,188 22.2 13.8 34,895 1,030 16,796 2,729 4,757 932 1,888 1,530 774 623 517

Turkey 383 756 1,667 5.1 3.2 7,521 4,000 508 19 51 1,522 255 15 20 13 12

U.S. Virgin 
Islands 424 1,985 4,376 14.7 9.1 27,809 1,095 1,485 1,700 2,401 292 765 179 177 194 1,134

Uganda 734 8,379 18,472 12.9 8.0 11,811 360 938 7,423 1,278 85 579 838

United Arab 
Emirates 702 2,832 6,243 34.6 21.5 53,114 38,913 2,942 291 1,035 738 482 78 431 230 139

United 
Kingdom 6,264 6,035 13,305 109.6 68.1 155,790 10,363 2,119 12,635 7,930 2,305 2,647 1,116 47 239 1,108

United States 151,606 923,940 2,036,940 11,027.2 6,852.0 3,387,208 542,951 116,557 211,137 252,783 50,046 62,213 19,610 23,719 26,082 108,482

Uruguay 2,867 8,693 19,165 111.1 69.1 2,521 4 123 25 11 4 13 3 2 3 42

Vanuatu 130 850 1,873 2.1 1.3 6,439 29 487 928 343 64 234 61 109 14 78

Venezuela 6,983 22,122 48,771 117.9 73.3 393,677 16,613 45,219 24,778 25,748 15,389 11,902 5,262 6,263 4,644 12,021

Vietnam 1,082 10,925 24,085 144.1 89.6 56,130 1,130 2,524 1,389 1,095 10,743 2,434 2,116 1,527 377 958

Wallis and 
Futuna 77 268 592 0.2 0.1 866 14 136 8 77 55 56 29 22 6

TOTAL 469,482 3,700,589 8,158,402 24,958 15,508 15,519,392 1,860,651 1,175,045 998,661 844,375 622,780 567,763 463,269 425,637 423,551 406,557
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UNITED STATES OCEAN TRASH INDEX TOP 10 ITEMS COLLECTED IN THE UNITED STATES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

State
Total 
Volunteers

Total Pounds 
Removed

Total Miles 
Covered

Total Items 
Collected

Cigarette 
Butts

Bottle Caps 
(Plastic)

Food 
Wrappers 
(candy, 
chips, etc.)

Beverage 
Bottles 
(Plastic)

Straws/
stirrers 
(plastic)

Other waste 
(metal, 
paper, etc.)

Bottle Caps 
(Metal)

Beverage 
Cans

Other 
plastic 
waste

Other bags 
(plastic)

Alabama 2,733 21,851 204.1 50,794 8,974 2,506 2,970 3,841 1,057 1,665 1,036 3,474 2,254 1,117

Alaska 293 2,774 17.1 9,452 734 265 424 220 58 719 73 169 1,206 149

Arizona 82 1,326 8.1 986 144 40 46 63 27 25 70 52 7 15

Arkansas 4 1 0.2 8 — — — 1 — 4 — — — 1

California 39,710 329,673 1,536.0 537,890 138,277 23,643 45,539 13,540 11,965 24,026 14,379 10,494 13,944 11,907

Colorado 257 1,435 2.8 476 20 11 19 30 18 75 7 29 48 10

Connecticut 2,766 16,151 125.4 123,475 25,634 8,076 11,424 5,794 3,233 3,460 9,049 3,376 4,338 3,144

Delaware 1,185 6,254 81.9 51,608 12,350 3,465 4,852 2,290 1,385 533 1,512 1,688 470 1,099

District of Columbia 298 2,021 5.2 1,650 65 136 81 552 31 47 62 84 31 23

Florida 25,541 136,205 1,428.4 1,382,266 139,322 130,175 47,838 24,974 58,017 17,461 23,858 17,606 26,228 18,823

Georgia 10,445 292,776 521.0 80,602 17,205 3,062 4,558 7,606 1,590 1,604 1,851 7,215 658 1,247

Hawaii 1,129 18,361 54.7 16,873 3,856 471 908 189 194 1,624 612 269 1,004 192

Illinois 1,449 5,563 18.4 91,756 16,732 6,812 6,691 2,306 2,812 10,566 4,918 2,038 41 1,927

Indiana 218 590 1.1 12,663 3,636 752 600 345 285 943 246 215 155

Kansas 7 53 2.1 21 1 — 4 1 — — 1 — 1 1

Kentucky 25 113 0.2 1,198 10 50 255 1 1 10 100

Louisiana 336 4,074 107.6 19,362 326 4,655 537 2,320 338 584 204 491 1,063 431

Maine 736 5,578 72.9 33,293 7,000 902 2,317 1,885 376 88 283 919 297 433

Maryland 360 5,223 16.4 34,922 291 3,487 2,920 2,073 1,792 278 139 310 63 257

Massachusetts 4,075 14,786 117.5 36,778 6,990 1,960 2,850 1,520 1,086 1,448 892 1,002 1,299 870

Michigan 1,472 4,243 16.9 71,583 10,785 2,975 3,885 648 1,884 4,536 477 521 54 710

Minnesota 103 119 0.8 4,153 1,328 83 461 101 62 390 34 118 20 40
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UNITED STATES OCEAN TRASH INDEX TOP 10 ITEMS COLLECTED IN THE UNITED STATES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

State
Total 
Volunteers

Total Pounds 
Removed

Total Miles 
Covered

Total Items 
Collected

Cigarette 
Butts

Bottle Caps 
(Plastic)

Food 
Wrappers 
(candy, 
chips, etc.)

Beverage 
Bottles 
(Plastic)

Straws/
stirrers 
(plastic)

Other waste 
(metal, 
paper, etc.)

Bottle Caps 
(Metal)

Beverage 
Cans

Other 
plastic 
waste

Other bags 
(plastic)

Mississippi 805 2,786 24.4 35,845 12,780 1,708 3,599 1,739 1,052 565 894 1,034 56 872

Missouri 31 579 0.6 3,564 20 569 182 259 100 23 394 280 31 85

Nebraska 1,775 13,044 83.0 2 — — — — — — — 2 — —

Nevada 106 1 0.3 — — — — — — — — — — —

New Hampshire 704 1,165 36.5 18,869 5,812 580 1,541 159 163 1,484 125 183 1,049 236

New Jersey 8,762 30,029 202.6 7,710 681 702 586 814 406 143 207 352 450 57

New Mexico 22 150 1.7 2,093 504 36 190 50 44 329 75 43 370 46

New York 4,879 31,902 222.9 175,984 27,137 19,938 15,538 6,555 7,114 2,876 7,695 4,741 1,855 4,103

North Carolina 1,602 45,685 99.1 30,195 9,614 987 2,266 1,085 423 1,751 410 873 1,226 576

Ohio 1,379 16,503 51.8 114,028 11,358 4,345 11,542 5,747 2,578 4,444 934 4,173 777 2,117

Oklahoma 21 50 0.2 20 1 1 2 1 4 1

Oregon 908 3,823 5.5 872 641 11 15 1 10 10 8 2 9 5

Pennsylvania 7,961 530,285 342.6 59,378 13,011 1,213 6,014 7,734 385 362 2,412 8,797 1,489 540

Rhode Island 2,694 23,687 172.5 119,549 29,583 7,449 8,715 7,259 3,498 2,321 2,925 4,148 5,387 2,947

South Carolina 299 1,095 32.5 10,881 2,167 640 1,489 484 239 640 183 331 517 255

Tennessee 902 47 1.9 136 270 197 200 260 48 22 193 6 44

Texas 17,877 344,716 846.7 87,960 9,639 13,288 2,883 3,350 2,377 3,224 4,446 2,000 3,189 2,701

Utah 48 422 1.2 262 38 15 59 13 1 13 17 22

Vermont 48 618 1.4 1,058 139 58 145 68 11 40 19 115 122 6

Virginia 2,844 55,366 275.7 105,072 16,029 4,642 10,609 7,501 2,272 3,366 2,881 5,086 3,987 3,659

Washington 3,298 52,499 85.4 18,899 3,854 560 1,712 375 278 1,482 485 465 795 405

Wisconsin 1,417 13,320 24.7 33,022 5,944 2,278 4,769 2,393 1,217 868 675 1,189 796 950

TOTAL 151,606 2,036,940 6,852 3,387,208 542,951 252,783 211,137 116,557 108,482 94,005 84,507 84,108 75,237 62,213
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ICC Coordinator Acknowledgments—International
ANGOLA
University of Namibe (UNINBE)
Agostinho Cachapa

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
Caribbean Youth Environment 
Network in Antigua & Barbuda
Elijah James & Seimone Joseph

AUSTRALIA
Tangaroa Blue Foundation
Heidi Tait

THE BAHAMAS
Abaco
Friends of the Environment
Olivia Patterson Maura & 
Lianna Burrows

Grand Bahama Island
Bahamas Ministry of Tourism
Andre Cartwright & Aulenna Robinson

Nassau
Dolphin Encounters
Te-Shalla Clarke

BAHRAIN
Cleanup Bahrain
Ali AlQaseer

BANGLADESH
Kewkradong
S. M. Muntasir Mamun

BARBADOS
Caribbean Youth Environment 
Network in Barbados
Shannon Weekes

BELIZE
The Scout Association of Belize
Ricardo N. Alcoser & Roberto Lopez

BERMUDA
Keep Bermuda Beautiful
Traci Burgess & Abby Stuart

BONAIRE
STINAPA (Stichting Nationale 
Parken Bonaire)
Desiree Croes

BRAZIL
Instituto Gremar Resgate e 
Reabilitação de Animais Marinhos 
(GREMAR)
Rosane Farah
Fundação Mamíferos Aquáticos
Daniela Araujo
Instituto Terra e Mar
Shirley Pacheco de Souza
Katia Kalinowski

BRUNEI
Coastal Cleanup Brunei
Alan Tan & Sherlly Tanara

CAMEROON
Association for Community 
Awareness (ASCOA)
Linus Ayangwoh Embe & 
Ruth Enjema Koffi

CANADA
Ocean Wise Conservation 
Association
Laura Hardman

CHILE
Aquatic Environment Preservation 
Department, DIRECTMAR, 
Chilean Navy
Macarena Maldifassi

CHINA
Shanghai Rendu NPO 
Development Centre
Yonglong Liu

COLOMBIA
Sentidos de la Tierra
Eileen Martes Solano

CROATIA
Blue World Institute of Marine 
Research and Conservation
Jelena Basta

CURAÇAO
Curaçao Clean Up Foundation
Myrthe George–Verhulst

CYPRUS
AKTI Project and Research Centre
Demetra Orthodoxou

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Fundación Vida Azul
Oscar Oviedo & Elba Puello
Mariposa DR Foundation
Patricia Suriel & Sara Bruins

ECUADOR
“Mar y Ambiente Consultores   
Ministerio de Ambiente Agua y 
Transición Ecológica”
Jaime Paredes & Proyecto GRECI

EGYPT
Youth Love Egypt Foundation
Ahmed Fathy

FINLAND
Keep the Archipelago 
Tidy Association
Julia Jännäri, Kimberly Terry & 
Jutta Vuolamo

GAMBIA
Coastal Plastic Free, The Gambia
Sulayman Darboe

GERMANY
German Marine Litter Assocation & 
German Ocean Foundation
Frank Schweikert 
One Earth—One Ocean
Pia Blessin & Dr. Harald Frank

GHANA
Smart Nature Freak Youth 
Volunteers Foundation of Accra–
Ghana
Tyler Kobla

GREECE
HELMEPA
Dr. Valia Avgoustidi

GUAM
Bureau of Statistics & Plans, Guam 
Coastal Management Program
Steven Dierking

GUATEMALA
ARCAS Wildlife Rescue and 
Conservation Association
Colum Muccio & Miriam Monterroso

GUYANA
Carribbean Youth Environment 
Network in Guyana
Lakeram Singh

HONG KONG
Hong Kong Cleanup
Lisa Chistensen
Green Council
Steven Choi

ICELAND
Arctic Marine Conservation Crew
Birna Reynisdóttir

INDIA
Bhumi
Dr. Prahalathan KK & Ashkay Jain
Indian Maritime Foundation
Commodore P K Malhotra

INDONESIA
Bali Hotel Association
Kevin Girard
Plastic Man Institute
Stefan Rafael
MERO Foundation
Dr. Kristiana Rhesi 

IRELAND
Clean Coasts Ireland, An Taisce
Sinead McCoy & Dara Dever

ISRAEL
The Israeli Plastic Pollution 
Prevention Coalition and 
The Israeli Diving Federation
Dr. Galia Pasternak

ITALY
Marevivo Onlus
Raffaella Giugni
Reef Check Italy
Gianfranco Rossi & Carlo Cerrano

SARDINIA
Clean Coast Sardinia
Anna Kowalska

JAMAICA
Jamaica Environment Trust
Lauren Creary

JAPAN
Japan Environmental 
Action Network
Yoshiko Yoshino & Azusa Kojima
SEGO Initiative
Alana Bonzi

KENYA
Kenya Conservation of 
Aquatic Resources
David Olendo
Watamu Marine Association
Julie Myra Alego & Steve Trott
Kwale Recycling Center
Susan Skull–Carvalho
Osiepe Sango 
(Friends of Lake Victoria)
Michelle & Jeremy Muchilwa

KUWAIT
Kuwait Dive Team, Guardians 
of the Sea
Bashayer Alzayed, Latifa AlWazzan & 
Dari AlHuwail
MALAWI
Malawi Beach and Underwater 
Cleanup & Ulimi Trust
Innocent Sopha Mjumira & Kondwani 
Wilson Mjumira

MALAYSIA
Reef Check Malaysia
Theresa Ng & Julian Hyde
The Body Shop Malaysia
Jesse Siew
Juara Turtle Project
Tom Woodford

MAURITIUS
Nature Océan Indien
Courtney Jenkins & Rachel Warnick
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MEXICO
Colima
Universidad de Colima
Lidia Silva Iñiguez
Quintana Roo
ARSA CARIBE
Araceli Ramirez Lopez

Sonora
Centro Intercultural de Estudios de 
Desiertos y Oceanos
Paloma Valdivia

Tamaulipas
Club Regatas Corona, A.C.
Alejandra López de Román

Mexico City
Hands On, Mexico
Blanca Ramírez & Gray Beverly

MOROCCO
Association Bahri
Saad Abid

NETHERLANDS
The North Sea Foundation
Sebastiaan Verkade & Marijke 
Boonstra

NICARAGUA
Paso Pacifico
Sarah Otterstrom & Anna Chevez

NIGERIA
Marine and Coastal Conservation 
Society of Nigeria
Oyeronke Adegbile
My Environment My Wealth
Wonne Afronelly

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
Division of Coastal Resources 
Management
Colleen Flores, Janice Castro & 
William T. Pendergrass

NORWAY
Keep Norway Beautiful 
(Hold Norge Rent)
Lise Gulbransen, Heidi Gromstad & 
Malin Dahl

PANAMA
Asociacion Nacional para la 
Conservacion de la Naturaleza 
(ANCON)
Jenny Echeverria & Grecia Medina
Fundacion para la Proteccion 
del Mar (PROMAR)
Ricardo Wong

PERU
VIDA—Instituto Para la Proteccion 
del Medio Ambiente
Arturo Alfaro Medina & Ursula 
Carrascal Vizarreta

PHILIPPINES
ICC Philippines
Geronimo P. Reyes
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary
Vice Admiral Valentin B. Prieto Jr 
PCGA
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources
Chris Villarin
Hands On Manila
Jeff Gallardo & Jennylyn Ferraren
Lighthouse Marina Resort 
Legacy Foundation
Zed Avecilla

PORTUGAL
Ocean Alive & Ocean Azul 
Foundation
Flávia Silva
Sailors for the Sea Portugal
Bernardo Corrêa de Barros, Isaac 
Silveira & Cheila Almeida

PUERTO RICO
Scuba Dogs Society
Silmarie Sánchez, Angel Perez & 
Sandra Schleier Hernández

SAMOA
Samoa Recycling Waste 
Management Association (SRWMA), 
Laumei Outrigger Canoe Club & 
Samoa MNRE
Seychelles

NORTH ISLAND VOLUNTEERS
Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone School Green Club
Alhassan Sesay & Daniel Conteh

SINGAPORE
Lee Kong Chian Natural History 
Museum, National University 
of Singapore
N. Sivasothi

SINT EUSTATIUS 
St. Eustatius National Parks 
Foundation (STENAPA)
Francois Mille & Eleanor Butler

SINT MAARTEN
Sint Maarten Pride 
Foundation/ EPIC
Riddhi Samtani & Norina Hermoso

SOUTH AFRICA
Plastics SA
John Kieser & Douw Steyn
Sustainable Seas Trust 
Stacey Webb

SOUTH KOREA
Our Sea of East Asia Network
Yoonjung Jang

SPAIN
Asociación Ambiente Europeo
Daniel Rolleri

SRI LANKA
Marine Environment Protection 
Authority
Jagath Gunasekara

ST. KITTS & NEVIS
Department of Environment
Derionne Edmeade
Nevis Historical and Conservation 
Society (NHCS)
Arquela Bendeito

ST. LUCIA
Caribbean Youth Environment 
Network in Saint Lucia
Virginie Sealys

ST. VINCENT AND 
THE GRENADINES
Sustainable Grenadines Inc.
Kristy Shortte & Martin Barriteau

SWEDEN
Clean Sweden (Städa Sverige)
Anton Hedlund & Mårten Heslyk
Keep Sweden Tidy Foundation
Eva Bildberg

TAIWAN
Kuroshio Ocean Education 
Foundation & Taiwan Ocean 
Cleanup Alliance
Pei–Jen Wen & Dr. Leon Yun–Chin

TANZANIA
Nipe Fagio Ltd.
Ana Rocha
HUDEFO—Humanity Dignity and 
Environmental Care Foundation
Sarah Pima

THAILAND
Department of Marine and Coastal 
Resources
Suhaitai Prasankul & Ratchanee 
Phuttapreecha
Global Vision International
Katie Woodroffe
Happy Sea, Happy People
Phusit Horpet

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Caribbean Network for Integrated 
Rural Development
Marissa Mohamed & Deon Brebnor

TURKEY
TURMEPA
Çağil Toparlak Alkan & Dağhan 
Mehmet Yazıcı
Deniz Yaşamını Koruma 
Derneği(DYKD)/Marine Life 
Conservatıon Society
Volkan Narci

UGANDA
Alliance to Save Lake Victoria
Bernard Ondimu

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Emirates Diving Association
Ahmed Bin Byat, Reem Abbas & 
Ibrahim Al-Zubi
Goumbook
Carolin Hussein, Ewa Karolewska & 
Tatiana Antonelli

UNITED KINGDOM
United Kingdom
Marine Conservation Society
Lizzie Price & Clare Trotman

Northern Ireland
Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful
Randy Repass, Jr. & Helen Tomb

SCOTLAND
Keep Scotland Beautiful
Heather McLaughlin & Catherine Gee

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
University of the Virgin Islands—
Virgin Islands Marine Advisory 
Service (VIMAS)
Dr. Paul Jobsis, Howard Forbes, Jr. & 
Mindy Solivan

URUGUAY
Ministry of Environment
Cristina Quintas

VANUATU
Vanuatu Environmental 
Science Society
Dr. Christina Shaw & Martika Tahi

VENEZUELA
FUDENA
Déborah Bigio & Luisa Escobar

VIETNAM
Centre for Marinelife Conservation 
and Community Development
Thu Hue Nguyen, Ho The Trung, & 
Thi Ngoc Ngo
GreenHub
Nguyen Thi Thu Trang & Ta Linh Chi
The Body Shop Vietnam
Kha Tran & Linh Nguyen

WALLIS AND FUTUNA
Mouvement du Focolare, Vaitupu 
Village Association & A Vaka– 
Heke (AVH)

PACIFIC ISLANDS COUNTRIES 
AND TERRITORIES
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SPREP)
Julie Pillet
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ALABAMA
Weeks Bay Foundation
Angela Underwood & Aubrey Bianco

ALASKA
Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies
Henry Reiske
Sitka Sound Science Center

ARIZONA
Natural Restorations
Nicole Corey

CALIFORNIA
California Coastsal Commission
Eben Schwartz
I Love a Clean San Diego
Caroline Stillitano & Kristin Banks

COLORADO
Fountain Creek Watershed Flood 
Control and Greenway District
Allison Schuch
Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership
Tanya Ishikawa

CONNECTICUT
Save the Sound, Connecticut Fund 
for the Environment
Annalisa Paltauf
Connecticut River Conservancy
Stacey Lennard

DELAWARE
Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources & Environmental Control
Joanna Wilson

ICC Coordinator Acknowledgments—United States

FLORIDA
Alachua
Current Problems
Nicole Llina

Bay
Keep Panama City Beach Beautiful
JoAnn Weatherford
Lake Powell Community Alliance
Emily Ellis

Brevard
Canaveral National Seashore
Avia Woulard
Keep Brevard Beautiful
Kristina Fannin & Tammie Lizon

Broward
Broward County Natural Resources Division
Mark Hartman

Cedar Key
Cedar Key Aquaculture Association; 
Florida Sea Grant
Sue Colson
UF|IFAS Extension—Florida Sea Grant
Savanna Barry

Charlotte
Keep Charlotte Beautiful
Rhonda Harvey

Citrus
Citrus BOCC
Tracey Ivkovic

Collier
Keep Collier County Beautiful
Cyndee Woolley

Duval
Keep Jacksonville Beautiful & City of 
Jacksonville Neighborhoods Department
Dan Durbec

Escambia
Escambia County Marine Resources Division
Robert Turpin
Keep Pensacola Beautiful
Madelyn Newton

Flagler
Friends of A1A Scenic & 
Historic Coastal Byway
Danielle Anderson

Franklin
Apalachicola Riverkeeper
Ada Long

Gadsden
City of Chattahoochee
Karen Marsh

Hillsborough
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful
Debbie Evenson

Indian River
Keep Indian River Beautiful
Michael Ansley
Coastal Connections
Kendra Bergman

Lee
Keep Lee County Beautiful
Trish Francher

Leon
Keep Tallahassee-Leon County Beautiful 
(KTLCB)
Diana Hanson

Manatee
Keep Manatee Beautiful
Jennifer Hoffman

Martin
Keep Martin Beautiful
Tiffany Smith

Miami-Dade
Volunteercleanup.org
Dara Schoenwald & Dave Doebler

Nassau
Keep Nassau Beautiful
Lynda Bell 

Okaloosa
Emerald Coast Convention & Visitors Bureau
Nancy Hussong

Orange
Keep Orlando Beautiful
Sean Hipps

Palm Beach
Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park
Sarah Norton
Keep Palm Beach County Beautiful
Linda Moreno
Loggerhead Marinelife Center
Katie O’Hara
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GEORGIA
Georgia Environmental Protection Division, 
Rivers Alive
Harold Harbert
Lake Allatoona Assocation
Carole Miller
Fight Dirty Tybee
Tim Arnold

HAWAII
Keep Puako Beautiful & 
South Kohala Reef Alliance
Cynthia Ho & Kelly Rohlfs
Tan and Salty Hawaii
Angie Fryar

ILLINOIS
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Juliann Krupa & Olivia Reda

LOUISIANA
Pontchartrain Conservancy
Corey Miller & Tyler Thompson

MAINE
Maine Coastal Program
Theresa Torrent

MARYLAND
National Aquarium
Laura Bankey
Kent Island Beach Cleanups
Kristin Weed

MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone 
Management
Robin Lacey
Connecticut River Conservancy
Stacey Lennard

MICHIGAN
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Juliann Krupa & Olivia Reda

MINNESOTA
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Juliann Krupa & Olivia Reda

MISSISSIPPI
Mississippi Coastal Cleanup Program & 
Mississippi Inland Cleanup Program
Mandy Sartain & Jessi A. James

NEBRASKA
Keep Nebraska Beautiful & Affiliates
Bob Verkuilen

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation
Jen Kennedy & Danielle Kamberalis

NEW JERSEY
Clean Ocean Action
Catie Mitchel & Toni Groet
New Jersey Clean Communities Council
JoAnn Gemenden

NEW YORK
American Littoral Society
Lisa Scheppke, Natalie Grant & Done Riepe
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
Wendy Paterson
Save the Great South Bay
Janet Soley
Coastal Steward Long Island
Patty Kuchcicki

NORTH CAROLINA
Wake County Big Sweep
Alex Heinemann
Wayne Big Sweep
Barbara Byers, Jessica Hamilton & 
Summer Young

OHIO
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Juliann Krupa & Olivia Reda
Partners for Clean Streams
Kristina Patterson

OREGON
SOLVE
Taylor Neitzke & Emily Berend

PENNSYLVANIA
Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful
Michelle Dunn

RHODE ISLAND
Save The Bay
July Lewis

SOUTH CAROLINA
S.C. Sea Grant Consortium & S.C. Dept. of 
Natural Resources
Susan Ferris Hill
S.C. Dept. of Health & Environmental Control, 
Adopt-A-Beach Program
Liz Hartje

TEXAS
Texas General Land Office
Adrian Loucks
Keep Texas Beautiful
Sarah Nichols

VERMONT
Rozalia Project for a Clean Ocean
Rachael Miller & Ashley Sullivan

VIRGINIA
Clean Virginia Waterways—Longwood University
Katie Register & Zach Huntington

WASHINGTON
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance
Anna Bachmann
Washington CoastSavers
James Roubal
Sustainable Bainbridge
Christine Perkins

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee Riverkeeper
Allie Mendez

Pinellas
Keep Pinellas Beautiful
Pat DePlasco & Stephanie Ellington

Putnam
Keep Putnam Beautiful
Marcia Marinello

Santa Rosa
Santa Rosa Clean Community
Mike Sandler

St. Johns
Keep St. Johns County Beautiful
Ginger Baker
St. Johns County Chapter of National 
Audubon Society
Marcy Brenner

Volusia
County of Volusia, 
Environmental Management
Jennifer Winters & Alexa Putillo

Wakulla
Keep Wakulla County Beautiful
Tammie Nason

Walton
Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance
Brandy Foley
Friends of South Walton Sea Turtles
Beth Coppedge
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American Express volunteers, Tokyo

Supporting a Sea Change: 
Corporate Partner Spotlights

American Express
American Express first teamed up with Ocean Conservancy in 2018 with an initiative to mobilize 
AmEx colleagues to help clean up beaches in several countries. The company has since committed 
to net-zero emissions by 2035 in alignment with the Science Based Targets initiative which provides 
technical assistance and resources to companies setting science-based targets in reference to 
the latest climate science. AmEx has a goal to provide at least $10 million to support initiatives, 
partnerships and programs that address the adverse effects of climate change and pollution on 
communities from 2021 through 2025.

In addition to supporting employee participation in cleanups through the ICC, American Express 
supports the global work of the ICC, including funding small grants and conferences for the global ICC 
coordinator network. American Express also supports the Urban Ocean initiative, helping cities reduce 
plastic waste, develop a circular economy and build cleaner, healthier and more resilient communities.

Since American Express became an International Coastal Cleanup partner, nearly 2,400 American Express 
employees have removed over 30,000 pounds (13,607 kilograms) of trash from the environment through 
cleanups with Ocean Conservancy. Together, Ocean Conservancy and American Express have organized 
cleanup events across the globe, including in Melbourne and Sydney, Australia; Rome, Italy; Osaka and 
Tokyo, Japan; Pangkor Island, Malaysia; Mexico City, Mexico; Auckland, New Zealand; and New York City, 
New York, Phoenix, Arizona, Salt Lake City, Utah, and Sunrise, Florida, in the United States.

Stanley
Starting in 2022, employees from Stanley, known for its travel 
tumblers and other home products, have partnered with Ocean 
Conservancy at two cleanup events in the iconic Gas Works 
Park overlooking downtown Seattle, Washington. The volunteers 
picked up trash from the shoreline along Lake Union, while in 
other parts of the world, Stanley team members cleaned the 
canals of Amsterdam and the coastlines near San Francisco, 
California; Manila, Philippines; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Shenzhen, 
China; and Shanghai, China.

The Stanley team has brought out over 190 volunteers from six 
offices, as employees and their families gave their time to collect 
more than 1,600 pounds (725 kilograms) of trash during the two 
events. “Our partnership with Ocean Conservancy was one of 
the first we activated in-person, given COVID, and these events 
offer such a great opportunity to bring people back together and 
contribute to the community,” says Emily Cichy, Stanley’s senior 
director of corporate responsibility.

Since 1913, Stanley has delivered home, food and drinkware 
products meant to last a lifetime. Guided by its brand values of 
originality, invention and integrity, Stanley aims to create a more 
sustainable, less disposable life and world. Stanley’s sustainability 
mission focuses on championing reusable products, sourcing 
sustainable materials, reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the 
supply chain and supporting conservation organizations.

PMI Worldwide volunteers, Seattle, WA
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SeaPak
In June 2022, in celebration of National Ocean Month, SeaPak employees, their 
families and community members volunteered with Ocean Conservancy to clean up 
debris from a beach on the coastal Georgia island of Saint Simons where SeaPak is 
headquartered. Volunteers removed a total of 47 pounds (21 kilograms) of trash—
largely small items like microplastics. To complement the event, Ocean Conservancy 
engaged SeaPak employees in a webinar on the issue of marine debris and solutions. 

“Being good environmental stewards is critically important to all of us at SeaPak 
and Morey’s,” said Ciera Womack, director of marketing, seafood, for the Consumer 
Brands Division of Rich’s, parent company of SeaPak. “A healthy Earth—including 
its ocean and beaches—is beneficial to all, and we’re proud to partner with Ocean 
Conservancy to help keep our local and international waterways clean and pristine.”

SeaPak was founded in 1948, and its sustainability commitments include working 
with suppliers that are Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP)-certified and approved by 
the British Retail Consortium’s Global Standards (BRCGS).

2022 International Coastal Cleanup 
Supporting Partners
American Express

The Coca-Cola Foundation

Bank of America

The PepsiCo Foundation

Anonymous

Anonymous Retired  
Bremerton Resident

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration

Pacific Life Foundation

SeaPak

Breitling

Citizens

The Forrest C. & Frances H. 
Lattner Foundation

Garnier

The Kleid Family  
Charitable Fund 

Stanley

Suntory

Brunswick Foundation

Cox Enterprises

ITW

Oracle

O-I Glass, Inc

The Philip Stephenson 
Foundation

SeaBOS

Sofidel

The Wildebeest Fund

Outreach Partner
Keep America Beautiful

SeaPak volunteers, St. Simons Island, Georgia
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Ocean Conservancy has launched its newly revamped cleanup app, Clean 
Swell®. Clean Swell is the official app of Ocean Conservancy’s International 
Coastal Cleanup, but it is also a tool available to all for year-round and solo 
cleanup efforts. “Clean Swell has been a game changer for the ICC, particularly 
in the wake of COVID-19,” said Allison Schutes, director of the ICC at Ocean 
Conservancy. Millions of data points collected by volunteers inform big-picture 
solutions to the ocean plastic crisis. 

Data submitted through the app instantaneously upload to Ocean Conservancy’s 
global Ocean Trash Index, the world’s largest database of marine debris. These 
data have been used by scientists, environmentalists, governments and others to 
better understand and characterize the global plastic pollution problem.

The app has proven integral during the COVID-19 pandemic as well. In the 
absence of large community cleanups, individuals used Clean Swell to conduct 
small group or solo cleanups, and Ocean Conservancy updated the app to include 
PPE as a new category, which resulted in over 100,000 PPE items recorded by 
ICC volunteers in just six months in 2020.

In addition to a new and improved interface that makes data recording easier 
than ever, users will now be able to increase their impact by connecting to Ocean 
Conservancy’s action center directly through the app. The app can be used without 
WiFi or cellular service and is available in 12 languages. Clean Swell users can also 
earn badges, based on the different types of trash found and number of cleanups 
completed, and share their accomplishments on Facebook, Twitter and via e-mail.

INTRODUCING THE NEW

App Store Google Play



1300 19th Street NW, 8th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036
With offices in Alaska and on the 
West, Gulf and East coasts.
TOLL-FREE +1 800.519.1541

Follow Us
www.oceanconservancy.org
facebook.com/oceanconservancy
twitter.com/ourocean
instagram.com/oceanconservancy


