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the shores of Hong Kong. 
 Since November 2021, Hong Kong 
Cleanup has hosted #TeamSeas volunteer 
cleanups every weekend. The group has 
also participated in the ICC since 2001, 
submitting data through our Clean Swell® 
app and the Hong Kong government  
to work on solutions that stop trash at 
the source. 
 The group’s work—resulting in more 
than 22 million pounds of debris collected 
by over one million volunteers—is sorely 
needed. Because of Hong Kong’s unique 
geographic location and an increase in 
typhoons and other natural occurrences 
due to climate change, hundreds of tons 
of waste wash up on beaches there  
each year. 
 The Hong Kong coastline has a 
vast number of beaches and rocky 
areas where rubbish can wash ashore. 
Because much of the shore is hard to 
access or even inaccessible, many areas 
of Hong Kong are not being cleaned up 
at all. The trash comes from mainland 
China, more distant places, or from Hong 
Kong itself, which generates six million 
tons of waste per year. 
 Per capita, Hong Kong throws away 
an average of 16,000 tons of waste per 
day—including an estimated 1,368,000 
single-use plastic bottles, 1,000 tons 
of plastic bags and 3,200 tons of food 
waste. With only three landfills, all operating 
at maximum capacity, a vast amount of 
Hong Kong’s trash ends up in the ocean. 
 “There’s so much Hong Kong-iconic 
trash here. One type is styrofoam. 
As you can see, it’s everywhere. It’s  
nicknamed Hong Kong snow,” said  
Lisa Christensen as the #TeamSeas film 
crew captured crumbled bits of white 
Styrofoam mingled with sand.

home to historic fishing villages with 
white sand beaches and lush green hills 
surrounded by sparkling blue waters. But 
months before the cleanup, the island’s 
beaches were strewn with debris after 
heavy rains washed a massive amount 
of trash onto Hong Kong shorelines.
 The #TeamSeas tour stopped in 
Hong Kong not only to raise awareness 
about the perils of ocean trash but 
also to witness the incredible Hong 
Kong Cleanup team in action. For over 
20 years, these Ocean Conservancy 
partners in our International Coastal 
Cleanup® (ICC) have been steadfast in 
their dedication to cleaning trash from 

Juju’s announcement kicked off a friendly 
but lively beach competition near Sok 
Kwu Wan Pier to find out which teams 
could pick up the largest amount of trash, 
identify the most unusual items and 
demonstrate the greatest spirit. The final 
winner? Our ocean.
 The beach cleanup was one of the 
latest collaborations between Ocean 
Conservancy and #TeamSeas, a global 
campaign founded by YouTube stars 
Mark Rober and MrBeast to raise  
awareness about ocean trash.
   Just a short distance from Hong 
Kong Island by ferry, Lamma Island is 

“The clock starts now,” said JuJu Chan Szeto on a Lamma 
Island beach in Hong Kong in November. Wearing protective 
gloves and a #TeamSeas t-shirt, the Hong Kong-born martial 
artist and actress joined Ocean Conservancy and #TeamSeas 
to take on one of her toughest opponents yet: marine debris.

Grappling with the Earth’s 
Toughest Foe: Ocean Trash
 

Want to get involved and make 
a difference for the ocean? In 
Hong Kong, find Hong Kong 
Cleanup at hkcleanup.org and 
join their weekly cleanups. 

Outside of Hong Kong, check  
out your local organization  
and visit teamseas.org and 
oceanconservancy.org.

You can also download the Clean 
Swell app and pick up trash on 
your own as you’re out in nature. 
Share your photos and videos  
on social media with the  
#TeamSeas hashtag and be part 
of the #TeamSeas movement.

“No matter where you are, you 
can get involved anytime. Do it!” 
says JuJu Chan Szeto.

#HKCLEANUP
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While the year was not without its  
challenges—record-breaking heat waves, 
turbulent floods, legislative setbacks  
and frustrating court decisions—we have 
many victories to celebrate with you.  
And they are our victories together,  
as you provide the moral support and  
essential funding for all of us to get  
the job done for our ocean.
 You’ll read in this issue’s center 
section about our major accomplish-
ments—from our success in pressuring 
the International Maritime Organization 
to decarbonize the shipping sector, to 
our work on the forefront of the first 
internationally binding agreement to curb 
the global plastic-pollution crisis, to our 

“What the Foam” campaign and the  
Farewell to Foam Act introduced in 
Congress, both of which highlight the 
dangers to the ocean caused by plastic 
foam generally used in food ware,  
packaging and single-use coolers. 

 And there are more victories to 
celebrate. Congress has introduced four 
bills in addition to the Farewell to Foam 
Act aimed at keeping plastics out of  
our ocean, a major focus of Ocean  
Conservancy’s conservation agenda. 
With our leadership, Miami Beach banned 
smoking on its beaches, eliminating one 
of the most commonly found items of 
ocean trash from a popular tourist spot. 
Our Arctic program celebrated many 
victories—including a commitment to 
reduce underwater noise from ships, 
which threatens the communication and 
survival of whales and other animals, 
and federal legislation that requires the 
U.S. Coast Guard to develop new oil spill 
response regulations for the region. 
 Our Ocean Conservancy team was 
at the forefront of COP28, the recent 
meeting of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change where 
the ocean received more attention than 

Welcome

ever before. And finally, three countries 
announced that they have joined Ocean 
Conservancy’s Global Ghost Gear Initiative® 
(GGGI)—Germany, Costa Rica, and Trinidad 
and Tobago—bringing the current total 
of country members to 23. The GGGI 
is the world’s only alliance dedicated to 
eradicating a major and deadly source of 
ocean plastic pollution—abandoned, lost 
or otherwise discarded fishing gear. 
 Now we look forward to redoubling 
our efforts in 2024. Never has our  
mission been more critical nor our work 
more focused. With Ocean Conservancy’s 
robust conservation agenda and your 
help, we will do our very best to ensure 
a healthy and productive ocean going 
forward.

Thank you for your help, and looking 
forward to further success, 
John Sargent

Grappling with the Earth’s 
Toughest Foe: Ocean Trash 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

As the Board chair of Ocean Conservancy, I am pleased  
to report on our remarkable progress in 2023. 
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 An award-winning conservationist 
and Hong Kong Medal of Honor recipient,  
Christensen founded Hong Kong 
Cleanup in 2000 as the first organization 
dedicated to cleaning up Hong Kong’s 
coastal environment.
   “We also get a lot of single-use 
plastic items. Unfortunately the amount 
of debris is continuing to increase,” Lisa 
added as volunteers plucked pieces of 
plastic from driftwood and gathered  
120 plastic water bottles that they had 
collected in black trash bags. 
 Ocean Conservancy also hosted 
#TeamSeas tour stops to Alaska,  
California, Malaysia, Jamaica and the 
British Virgin Islands in 2023 to show-
case the real-world impact that  
beach cleanups have across  

the planet. Each tour stop invites local 
journalists and filmmakers to participate 
and tell the stories of ICC volunteers and 
coordinators who make the successes 
possible. 
 “It is really all the volunteers who 
make a difference for the world,” said 
Ocean Conservancy CEO Janis Searles 
Jones on the Lamma Island beach as 
she placed bundles of stray rope in a 
collection bag. 
 “I’m just pleased to be a part of 
this global movement and to be on the 
beach with people who care about the 
ocean, who care about their communities, 
and who care about contributing on a 
global scale.” Janis added. “That’s my 
favorite thing about the cleanup. You 
can make a difference on your beach, 
but you contribute to this global  
movement that matters for the ocean.”   
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Ocean Conservancy values all of the dedicated supporters, volunteers and activists who believe in our mission and  
make our work possible. We want to thank all of our supporters for their generous financial support of our ocean  
conservation efforts. Ocean Conservancy is especially grateful for our Champions for Sea Change, an elite group  
of ocean stewards. 

JOHN SARGENT

Chair

Champions for Sea Change  
are among our most loyal supporters who help 
protect the ocean from today’s greatest global 
challenges. With a one-time annual donation 
of $1,000 or more, you will enjoy exclusive 
benefits that connect you to the impact of 
your generosity.

To learn more about this program:

Visit:  
oceanconservancy.org/champions

Email:  
vision@oceanconservancy.org

Call:  
202-280-6283

  HUMPBACK WHALES AND CALF, FRENCH POLYNESIA 
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Ocean Conservancy envisions a healthier ocean protected by a more just world. 
Our agenda is guided by a strategic framework focused on:  

1)  Preventing too much from going into the ocean, such as carbon, plastics and other pollutants; and 
2)  Ensuring too much is not taken out of the ocean, including fish, marine life and other natural resources.

Below are highlights of our successes in 2023 towards cutting carbon emissions,  
advancing clean-ocean energy, preventing pollution in the ocean,  

protecting ocean life and preserving biodiversity.

2023
REFLECTING ON

FEATURE

OCEAN CLIMATE

Advancing Ocean- 
Climate Solutions 
■  Accomplished a major victory for the ocean: 

the International Maritime Organization will 
require the shipping industry to be emissions-
free by 2050—doubling its initial ambition and 
putting into place interim targets key to begin 
immediate greenhouse gas reductions.

■  Launched a Ports Community Grants Program 
to create sustainable partnerships with 
organizations led by and serving Black,  
Indigenous and other people of color in front-
line port communities that are disproportionally 
impacted by the pollution from the shipping 
industry.

■  Ocean Conservancy experts shaped and 
informed the Biden administration’s Ocean 
Climate Action Plan, a first-of-its-kind national-
level plan. This led to domestic policies for 
zero-emission vessels, ports and offshore 
wind, helping fisheries become climate ready 
and speeding our transition to clean  
ocean energy.

■  Developed guidelines for responsible (“ocean 
first”) offshore wind development. These 
guidelines will protect ocean animals, biodi-
versity and critical marine habitat when used 
by governments and industry to speed the 
transition to clean ocean energy.  

■  Presented TEDx talk as part of broader efforts 
to spotlight how plastics are missing from the 
climate fight despite their being derived from 
fossil fuels and a major contributor to green-
house gas emissions.  Ocean Conservancy is 
leading the charge to create transparency and  
accountability around the impacts of plastics 
and efforts to ramp down plastics production.

■  After working to secure billions for the ocean  
in the largest climate and infrastructure bills 
in history, we helped to ensure that funds were 
rapidly deployed for projects that clean up 
ports, deploy offshore wind and restore coastal 
habitats to help both people and wildlife in  
the face of climate change.

FEDERAL ADVOCACY &  
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

Protecting the 
Ocean in the  
Halls of Power
■  Worked to secure $3 billion for greener ports 

and shipping, $2.6 billion for coastal restoration 
and other major funding for offshore wind and 
renewable energy in the Inflation Reduction Act.  
This legislation is the largest climate investment 
ever made by the United States. 

■    Successfully advanced federal legislation in 
Congress that would implement much-needed 
reforms to the federal law that promotes healthy 
and resilient fish populations, fisheries and  
fishing communities.

 

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

Defending the  
Integrity of Our  
Nation’s Fisheries
■  Put red snapper fish populations on the road 

to recovery by helping improve the data used 
to set catch limits in the Gulf of Mexico.

■  Played a leading role in new federal policy 
guiding the management of recreational  
fishing in marine waters that prioritizes  
helping fisheries adapt to withstand  
climate-related stressors. 

■  Helped establish an equity and environmental 
justice subcommittee at the U.S. West Coast  
Pacific Fisheries Management Council to 
improve access to decision-making for Tribes, 
underrepresented communities and other 
diverse voices.

ARCTIC CONSERVATION

Protecting  
Northern Seas  
and Wildlife with 
Arctic Peoples 
■  Protected Arctic animals like beluga whales,  

narwhals and polar bears by securing a commit-
ment from the International Maritime Organization 
to reduce underwater noise from ships. This 
type of noise can impede animals’ abilities to 
communicate and hear environmental cues that 
are vital for their survival. 

■  Secured new, first-of-its-kind federal legislation 
that requires the Coast Guard to develop oil 
spill response regulations specifically tailored 
to Arctic and Western Alaska waters and that 
explicitly mandates consultation with Tribes and 
Alaska Native organizations.

■  Advanced Indigenous-led conservation in the 
Artic by becoming the first NGO partner of the 
16-community Seacoast Indigenous Guardians  
Network and by working alongside Tribes, 
Alaska Native organizations and coalitions  
representing hundreds of Native coastal  
communities to forward their conservation goals.

■  Launched an ambitious new campaign to 
protect the Central Arctic Ocean—one of the 
last pristine, intact ocean ecosystems—from 
shipping and deep-sea mining. This builds on 
previous protections recently won to prevent 
industrial fishing in the Central Arctic Ocean. 

FLORIDA CONSERVATION

Building  
an Ocean  
Groundswell
■  Helped secure $100 million in funding for  

the Indian River Lagoon in Florida, the most 
biodiverse estuary in North America, to improve 
water quality and help save Florida’s declining 
manatee population.

■  Conducted first-of-its-kind assessment of  
plastics in the headwaters of the Everglades  
to inform ocean pollution prevention efforts  
in partnership with the City of Orlando.  

■  Launched sea-level-rise tool that allows  
communities and decision-makers to visualize 
and plan for sea-level-rise impacts in Florida, 
initially focusing on the Tampa Bay region.

■  Kicked off our innovative Nutrient Fingerprinting 
project in Tampa Bay, helping us pinpoint  
nutrient pollution for removal before it can 
worsen harmful algal blooms like red tide.

TRASH FREE SEAS®

Leading the Fight 
Against Ocean  
Plastic Debris
■  Exceeded our goal of removing at least  

15 million pounds of trash from beaches and  
the ocean as part of #TeamSeas campaign. 
YouTube creators MrBeast and Mark Rober 
chose Ocean Conservancy as one of the 
cleanup partners to create a social movement 
to confront ocean trash. Content creators from 
145 countries with more than 1 billion followers 
combined supported the project, with a new 
generation of ocean advocates mobilized. 

■  Helped win passage of a ban on plastics foam 
in Oregon and launched the “What The Foam” 
campaign calling for a U.S. ban on plastic foam 
food ware, which ranks among the top ten most 
common items collected by the International 
Coastal Cleanup.

■  Helped defeat an Illinois chemical recycling  
bill to prevent expansion of waste-to-energy 
technologies that run counter to much needed 
efforts to reduce production of single-use plastics.

■  Successfully included microplastics, ghost gear 
and goals for plastics reduction in the draft text 
of Global Plastics Treaty—all critical to ending 
ocean plastic pollution.

■  Recycled more than 70 tons of end-of-life fishing 
gear amassed at our Ensenada, Mexico, collection 
hub in partnership with Bureo, a member of our 
Global Ghost Gear Initiative. These efforts  
prevented discarded gear from reaching the 
ocean where it could threaten vulnerable marine  
animals like the vaquita porpoise, the most 
endangered marine mammal in the world.

FOR ALL YOU DO TO HELP US SECURE A HEALTHY OCEAN FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

THANK YOU
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Ocean Conservancy is grateful to the following foundations,  
corporations and government agencies for their generous support  
of our ocean conservation work.
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Darcy Benward
Lee James Best, Jr.  
 (James)
Ann Louise Brambl
Jean Brand and Magnus  
 Birk Bennedsen 
Dennis Lee Brown
Barbara A. Busch
Susan Elizabeth Carrie
Gayle B. Causey
John V. Ciullo, in honor  
 and memory of my son  
 Captain John Ciullo
Pieter A. de Jong
Surekha Demarest
Bruce and Anneliese  
 Dietrich
Jean K. Eckert
Johanna E. Goering
Marie G. Gookin
Garnet Gorin
Patricia (Zoe) Goughan
Daniel R. Grischkowsky
 

Jane H. Gunter-McCoy
Gail L. Hebrank
Sue Hirsheimer
Elaine Joyce Jones
Marianne Josem
Joyce Karnofsky
Diane Lane Hutchison  
 Kempton
Carolyn R. Lahanas
Marilea Larm
Patrick Joseph Leach
Ane Mane
Susan E. McKenzie
Stuart E. Money
Peter M. Norton and Lee  
 Johnston Norton
Mary Anne Olmstead
Carol L. Paul-Merritt
Cynthia G. Peppe
Betty Jean Peters
Marca van Ogtrop Piehuta
Linda Riedel
Leonard Rogel
Ilena S. Sack
Tanya A. Saunders, in  
 memory of Elfriede  
 Lewek, Leo Lewek &  
 Tanya Lewek

Beverly Schanzer
Judith Sedlow
Sybille E. Seltmann
Joan K. Short
Hans R. Signer
Robert C. Skakel
Evan L. Snyder
Robert H. Sollen
Speyer Foundation
Charles Steggerda
Lawrence A. Thornton
Sally J. Toms
Alan S. Trueblood
Karen Tyner
Sandra Verstoppen
Linda Lee Vieth 
Mabel L. Ward
Marvin F. Weissberg
Lisa N. Woodside
Ernest W. Yagel
Barbara Ann Young
Laura S. Yurkowski
Anonymous (3)

J A N U A RY 1–D E C E M B E R 31,  2023
We honor in memoriam the following supporters of Ocean  
Conservancy. Their foresight and generosity provide important  
and ongoing program support and create an ocean legacy  
for future generations to behold and enjoy. 
 

Champions for Sea Change cont.

$2,500–$4,999

$5,000–$9,999

Steve Miller
Olan Mills
Leila Monroe
Jenny Morton
Judith Muller
Muller Family Foundation
Bonnie A. New
NobleLight Foundation
Nancy Nordhoff
Bill Omeron
ON PURPOSE
The Oregon Community  
 Foundation
Shirley and James Ortman
Lida Orzeck
Ingrid Osswald
The Palisades Educational  
 Foundation
Natalia Perez
Jacob B. Perkins
Mara and Robert B.  
 Perkins
The Perkins Charitable  
 Foundation
Brad Peterman
Alesha Petrov
The Philip Lee Ellis &  
 Elizabeth B. Ellis  
 Foundation
Marilyn Phillips

Christian and Sarah Poole
Mitchell and Kathy Racoosin
Marielle Remillard
Jenna Riemersma
Louise Riggio
Rita and Leo Greenland  
 Family Foundation
The Robert and Mary Jane  
 Smith Foundation
Emil Rolfe
Jonathan P. Rosen
Emily Rosenberg
Lita Rosenberg
Rough-J-Ranch Foundation
Bahman Sadr
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel  
 Saltonstall II
Karen Sauter
Robert C. Schmidt
Taylor and Kimberly  
 Schollmaier
Mary Shamrock
Audrey Shea
Gail S. Slifka
Gary R. Smith
Robert Stephen
Sidney Suggs
King Larriante Sumbryel
Barbara K. Sweet and the  
 late Cyrus B. Sweet

Ramon K. Tabtiang
Kerry Taylor
Larry Taylor
Holly Teetzel
Theresa H. Tomczak
Alex Trebby
Trifolium Fund at Innovia  
 Foundation
Gene A. Underwood
UOVO Art LLC
Margaret Wallace
Wellin Family Fund
The Welltower Charitable  
 Donor Advised Fund of  
 the Greater Toledo  
 Community Foundation
Myrt C. Westphal
Roy and Rhonda Whitehead
Judith Wilburn
The Wildflower Foundation
Wild Woods Foundation
Michael Wilens and  
 Carolyn Longacre
Robert Wiley
Robert Williams
Matt and Suzanne Woods
Marylyn Wouda
Philip & Penelope Wright
Anonymous (14)

Deborah Krass
Ann Landes
Gabriel Lanoix
Deborah E. Lans
Mary Lemley
Norman and Ilene Leventhal
Virginia A. LiVolsi
Sally Lord
James and Dianne Lukas
Lorn H. MacDougal
Abby MacLean
The Marcia Angle and Mark   
 Trustin Fund of Triangle  
 Community Foundation
Chester Martin
Robert W. and Doretta M.   
 Marwin
Steven Matteson
Monica Mattmuller
Ann Mawer
Harriet B. McGraw
Myra  McKenzie
Betty Merten
Dr. R. M. Mesavage
Brian and Heidi Miller
Jeremy and Jane Milo
Isabel Mitre
Elizabeth Moore
Richard Morris
Richard Morrison
Linda Murach
William Muraoka
Constance and David Murray
Arthur Newbold
NewGen Strategies and  
 Solutions LLC
Judith Nicolaidis
Mr. Steven H. Olanoff
Leslie O’Loughlin
Warren Opel
Olivia Orr
Marjory A. Pappianne
Mary and Jack Parker
Jake Patch
Petitjean Family
Louise Pfister

John and Nuri Pierce
Plato Malozemoff Foundation
Nathan Potterton
Flavio Protasio Ribeiro
Patricia Quinn
Evelyn Ralston
Raynie Foundation
James H. Redding
The Reitzel Cook Foundation
Robert Rhien
Louis Richard
Miss Patricia Richardson
Michael Rizzo
Peggy Robinson
The Romenesa Foundation
S. Paul Rosenzweig
Tom Rotkis
Lili Ruane
Fannie Safier
The Sahrbeck Family
Mark Sanders
Jeffery J. Schutes
Lys Schwartz
Elizabeth Seka
Mr. David Shapiro
Lilian Shen
Bennett Shoop
Margaret A Shuster
Marjorie Sire
Skyemar Foundation
James Smith
Tom Smoker
Barbara Snail
Kathleen Snider
Ruth K. Souder
Greg and Cheryl Sprole
Nancy L. Squier
St. Joseph School
Stanley Shalom Zielony   
 Foundation
William E. Stein
Holly and Larry Stephens
Carol Stocker
Ann Stockwell
Grace Sudduth

Elizabeth Sussman
Drs. Edwin and Dorothy Sved
Pamela J. Tate
Celia P. Taylor
David and Eudora Tharp
Janice Thompson
Joseph Tien
Gordon & Diana T. Tracz
Janet L. Trutwig-McCrory
Peggy Turner
Thomas M. Rinehart III Trust
William and Farina van Veen
Letty Vanderlinden
David Vanorden
Veeraraghavan Family  
 Charitable Fund
Lawrence Wagenberg
James Warner and  
 Judith Wells Warner
Marian Weaver
Brenda O. Weddel
David Wells
Phil Wheatley
Kim Wiggins
Ellen Wightman
Will Martin and Jeanie  
 Nelson Donor  
 Advised Fund
William M. Backer Foundation
Theodore Wills
Margaret Wilson
Terry Wizig
Susan and Geoffrey  
 Woglom
Joseph Wolf
Bonnie C. Wood
Margaret Wooster
James Wyser-Pratte
Richard Yoo
Hamilton Yu
Karen Zaugg
Anonymous (12)

A Gift in Your Will  
Is a Gift for a  
Healthy Ocean 
A healthy ocean future is crucial for all life on earth. At Ocean 
Conservancy, all of our work is underpinned by our commitment 
to promoting a healthy ocean, abundant wildlife and thriving 
coastal communities. This long-term vision won’t be achieved 
overnight—it takes years, ongoing collaboration and unwavering 
determination. A gift in your will allows you to build on the work 
you make possible at Ocean Conservancy today.

Creating this clean ocean future is our responsibility. When you 
include a gift to Ocean Conservancy in your will or trust, or by  
a beneficiary designation of a financial account such as an  
IRA, donor advised fund or life insurance policy, you make an 
investment in our future work to create long-term solutions for 
reducing ocean plastics, tackling climate change, protecting 
wildlife and ending overfishing.

To include a gift to Ocean Conservancy in your will or trust or  
by beneficiary designation, please use the information below:

Legal name: Ocean Conservancy, Inc.
Address: 1300 19th Street NW, 8th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20036
Federal Tax ID number: 23-7245152

These gifts allow you to change your mind at any time if your 
circumstances change, so you won’t be locked into a decision 
you make today. Gifts of all sizes are welcome and encouraged— 
no gift is too small because every gift matters. Leaving just  
1% to Ocean Conservancy will have an impact.

If you have already included a gift to Ocean Conservancy in 
your will or other estate plans, we hope you will let us know  
so we can welcome you into our Ocean Legacy Society.  
To notify us of your gift, or if you have questions and would  
like to discuss your options, contact (800) 519-1541 or  
oceanlegacy@oceanconservancy.org and a member of  
our planned giving team will be happy to help. 

Dan Adams
Alben F. Bates and Clara  
 G. Bates Foundation
Carol Andrews
Steven Ashelin
Teresa Audesirk
Ann-Clarke H. Bailey
Bailey-Thompson Fund
Carol Baker-Casprowitz
Jane Baljevic
Dean Banks
George T. Barker
Alexandre Baudouin
Glenn Bigonet
Jeffrey Bill
Christina and Howard  
 Blaustein
Gail Bliss
Robert Bohm
Grayson Bradley
Kelli Brennan
Alan and Anne Brinkley
Howard B. Brodersen
Arthur J. Brooks
Buff Bohlen/Hamilton  
 Cove Fund of the Maine  
 Community Foundation
Robert Bohm
Grayson Bradley
Kelli Brennan
Alan and Anne Brinkley
Howard B. Brodersen
Arthur J. Brooks
Brune Family
Neall Burger
Burrell-Hays Family Fund
Sandra Bush
Elizabeth Bushueff
Michael and Margaret Butler
Sarah Campbell
Thomas Caniano
Linda Castle
Candis Cebula
Cedar Elm Fund of  
 The Dallas Foundation

Zhaoying Chen
Francelia M. Clark
Ryan Collette
William Collins
Mary L. Corrin
Catherine Crockett
Karen R. Crotty
Catherine C. Davis
Christina Dell
Deupree Family Foundation
DeWoskin/Roskin Foundation
Dr. Donald E. Dickerson
Frederick DiFiore
Michael DiRuggiero
Disque Foundation
Leland W. Doan
Sue Dobie
Don & Wanda Tracy Charity  
 Fund of the Community  
 Foundation for the Land  
 of Lincoln
Alan Donn and Dorothy  
 Holle
Kathleen E. Donnellan
Tamela Donnelly
Dreamlinks A Kh Card  
 Project
Nicole Duider
Joseph and Rheba Dupras
Larry East
Michael Eckenwiler
Jacqueline Eddy
Mr. William C. Elliott
Daniel Engle
William Euphrat
Farrell Calhoun
Fear Not Foundation
Sheryl Fein
Lloyd Fickett
Nancy Fischer
Dave Ford
Michelle and Andrew Foster
Francis D. and Irene D.  
 Griffin Foundation
Ada Frasca

Greg Friedman
Michael Giarla
Mr. Jack P. Gibson
Kathrine Gilmer
Stephen Glascock
Glasser Family Fund
Nancy L. Glenz
Sally Goldsmith
Lucille Gonyea
Robert Michael Gordon
Jamie Gorelick
Lana Graff
Frank Gregory
H. D. Perry Family Foundation
Karen Hagen
Hanlon-Godreau Family
Marcia Hansen and  
 Mary Gibson
Debra Harber-Dennis
David Harder
Martin F. Hatch
James Hedin
Dr. June E. Heilman
Helen S. and Merrill L. Bank  
 Foundation
Helen & William Mazer  
 Foundation
Esther Henselmans
Ernest Hildner
Hilltop Foundation
Steven M. Hilton
Margaret M. Hixon
Martha and Steve Hixon
Robert Hoel and Nancy Hoel
Dustin Howland
Susan Hughes
Jean C. Ingwersen
Karen Inman
David M. Jenkins
Rosie Johnston
Fernando Juarez
Robin Keehn
Adrienne Kitchen
Ray and Gail Knight
Donna Korkes

HARBOR SEAL, GLENEDEN BEACH, OREGON
© KATE LARSON

PUAKO, HAWAII
© TODD CARPENTER



Ocean Conservancy continues to deliver high-impact programmatic results in an  
operationally efficient and cost-effective manner. This impact is made possible 
through the ongoing commitment, involvement and financial contributions of  
individuals, foundations, corporations and government agencies who understand  
the critical importance of protecting and preserving the ocean.

Ocean Conservancy’s 2023 revenue totaled $48.45 million. Net investment income 
totaled $3.97 million and total expenses were $52.19 million. Eighty-eight 
percent of expenses were for ocean conservation programmatic activities and 
administrative services, and twelve percent of expenses were for fundraising.

Ocean Conservancy meets all 20 standards for charitable organizations established by 
the Better Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance and is proud of its reputation as a 
good steward of the resources entrusted to it by its supporters. The financial results 
depicted are derived from Ocean Conservancy’s June 30, 2023, audited financial 
statements. Copies of the complete audited financial statements are available upon 
request or on the Ocean Conservancy website—oceanconservancy.org.

Program and Administrative Services 88%

Fundraising and Membership Development 12%

Financial Summary

Revenue and Expense Summary

R E V E N U E S E X P E N S E S

Individuals 59%
Foundataions 16%
Corporate 16%
Other 9%
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JOIN US          Sign up for our e-newsletter and action alerts at www.oceanconservancy.org

MEETS ALL 20 BBB CHARITY STANDARDS

CONNECT WITH US

@oceanconservancy oceanconservancy @OurOcean@OurOcean

For the Year Ended June 30, 2023 
 
REVENUES 
Contributions, grants and bequests  $47,086,530 
List rental income  65,245 
Royalties and other  791,637 
In-kind contributions   471,290 
Other income  32,626

Total revenues  48,447,328 

 
EXPENSES 
Science, policy and outreach  15,130,698 
Trash free seas  13,607,430 
Marine ecosystem protection  5,047,476 
Climate  6,632,341 

Total program expenses  40,417,945 

 
Fundraising and membership development  6,413,195 
Management and administration  5,360,807 

Total supporting service expenses  11,774,002 

 
Total expenses  52,191,947 
 
GAINS AND LOSSES 
Investment income, net  3,966,177 
 

Change in net assets  221,558 

Net assets, beginning of the year  80,749,273 

NET ASSETS, END OF THE YEAR  $80,970,831
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We want to thank the following people who, over the past year, have joined the 
more than 1,800 members of the Ocean Legacy Society by naming Ocean  
Conservancy in their estate plans or by establishing a charitable gift annuity.  

Ocean Legacy Society

Catherine M. Cook
Leanne Cook
Marthe Cumming
Elizabeth Cushman
Lynn Davidson
Adeleina Demanno
Jana E. Dengler
Gregory Donges
Francis T. Dooley
Gary Duey
Carol Dulaney
Michael Edwards
Paul V. Eichenberger
Stephanie Duke Faviano
Gloria Faylor
Ruth Firestone
Edward and Marianne Fisher
Nancy Frank
Bradley Fritz
Carlene Gardner
William and Karen Garlough
Judith Gehm
Martha and Gordon Glenn
Margaret Goettelmann
Laura Gonzalez
Lindsey and David Goshgarian
Sarah Grieco
Peter L. Haaker
Sandra Haas
Johanna E. Harding
Susan Harmon
Raymond D. Harquail
Linda Hay
Gwen A. Heistand
Judith Hendin
Karin H. Hess
Nancy and Bob Hoell
Carol Hosmer
Bill and Peggy Huddleston
Hillsman S. Jackson
Jennifer A. Jinot
Deborah Johnson

Trudie Joubert
Warren Kahn
Stan Kamin
Richard B. Karel
Beverly J. Kaveney
Maureen Kelly
Pamela Kennedy
Karon Kiffel
Daniel Kim
Sue Kirchoff
Susan Smith Knoblauch
Theresa Koch
Judith Kotler
William K. Krueger
William J. Lappe III
Lynda S. Large
Alison H. LaVallee
Nadia Vanessa Lazo Bustillo
Enora Lecuyer
Lee Lee Lee
Jane D. Legg
Glen Lewis
Marylin Lisowski
Susan M. Ludington
Karen K. Maderos
Rosanne Mamo and  
 Dan Gross
Caroline Markham
Denise Marlowe
Charlotte E. Mason
Molly Maynard
Mary McGrath
Joanna McQuaide
Richard Miles
Andrew E. Monroe
Robin Mower
Gretchen L. Mueller
Sayan D. Mukherjee
Rosemary Neff
Christin Nelson
Mary Carol Nelson
Mark and Sandy Newton

Kerry O’Donnell
Susan ONeil
Richard Oprzadek
Kathleen M. Otter, In memory  
 of Dr. Fred A. Otter
Kathy P. Pedrizzetti
Bonnie J. Pestle
Petitjean Family
Megan Pittsford
Eugene and Renee Price
Michael Price
Christine Rice
Jared V. Robertson
James P. Rodell
Gail Rucker
William C. Rudolph
Theresa Rush
Rae A. Russell
Kristen Sapyta
Ann Schedel
Jennifer J. Scott
Barbara Seavy
Donald S. Simons
Patricia Simrell
Catherine A. St. Onge
Irene Szeliga
Virginia A. Tewksbury
Robert Venning
Patricia Wefald
Alan Wein
Gisela S. Withers
Lisa Withrow
Sandra Witman
Shari Wong
Barbara Wood, In memory  
 of Kyle Wood
Marylyn Wouda
Brenda S. Wykel
John and Lavinia
Carol Young
Anonymous (6)
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