Arkansas

MISSOURI-MISSISSIPPI DRAINAGE

Arkansas is a landlocked state that connects to the Gulf through the Mississippi River, which flows through many
midwestern states. Flowing along almost the entirety of the eastern border of the state, the Mississippi River also
supports the delta of eastern Arkansas, which is part of the nation’s largest alluvial plain. The delta supports a wide range
of wildlife within its wetlands and lakes and includes the largest lake in the state, Lake Chicot. Arkansas has some of the
richest and most productive agricultural land in the nation. While the state has a deep cultural connection and agricultural
dependance on the Mississippi River, the state has yet to pass legislation that would address plastic pollution and has
enacted laws that could hinder further progress.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

« Arkansas has policies in place that are impeding progress Top 1 0 't}e?éséc\;’;ﬁf‘ttiirs
towards addressing plastic pollution. The state should: y

- Remove restrictions on local governments and allow them T B
to regulate single-use plastics in their communities. Food Wrappers (Candy, chips, etc.)

o ) ) Beverage Cans
- Reverse policies that enable harmful chemical recycling

technologies and undermine reduction and effective
recycling practices.
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« As microplastics have been shown to affect soil health and
crop productivity,® the state should consider policies to address
microplastic pollution, such as requiring filters for new washing

machines to reduce microfiber pollution. Fishing Line (1 yard/meter = 1 piece)

Grocery Bags (Plastic)

1 HB 1704, 93rd Gen. Assemb. (Ark. 2021).
2 HB 1944, 93rd Gen. Assemb. (Ark. 2021). Ocean Conservancy considers chemical recycling technologies harmful if they do not recover plastic and create environmental and societal harm.

Learn more about our_position on chemical recycling.
3 Hoang, V.-H., et al. (2024). Science of the Total Environment.



https://arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=HB1704&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R
https://arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=hb1944&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R&Search=
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/take-deep-dive/chemical-recycling/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969724054263?via%3Dihub
http://OceanConservancy.org/UnitedStatesofPlastics



